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Kroeber, A. and Kluckhohn, C. , Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and Definition, 1952

Gyl
1-Culture
2-Cultura
3-colere

4-See: Alfred Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn, Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and Definition,
1952.
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Thus the four canals after which the chahar bagh is named

clearly symbolize the four rivers of paradise mentioned in

the Quran. Perhaps, like some writers, one should see in the
raised ornamental pool at the intersection of the canals the
image of the celestial reservoir of abundance (al-kawthar) from
which flow, and toward which converge, the four celestial
rivers seen by the prophet Muhammad during his miraculous
ascent to Paradise (al-mi’raj). In point of fact, the symbolic and
allegorical nature of Taj Mahal garden is not surprising, if one
remembers the funereal nature of the monument it enshrines.
The passage from the Qu’an inscribed in black marble letters
on the southern fagade of the Main Gate gives unequivocal

credence to the comparison with the Garden of Paradise,
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where the appeased souls of the dead find their ultimate refuge:
But O thou soul at peace,

Return thou unto thy Lord, well-pleased, and well-pleasing
unto him.

Enter thou among my servants,

And enter thou My Paradise.

The Qu’ran, Surah A%
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13. Minorsky ,V. “Ibn Farighun and The Hudud Al — Alam”, \ranica (Twenty

Awte\es), (Tehran, University of Tehran, 1964), p. 326.
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Iranica. Vol. IV. Mazda Publishers, 1999. p. 511-524.
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University.

- Oman 93, (1993). Published by the Government of the Sultanate of Oman,
Muscat.

- Pirouz mojtahed - zadeh , (1992). The Changing world Order and the
Geopolitical Regions of the Persian Gulf and Caspian central Asia, Urosevic
Research Foundation London.
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Abstracts

1.Cultural Iran: an explanatory essay/ M. Farhani Monfared

In describing Iran as a multidimensional entity we use conceptions and descriptions which differ from each other. To think of a rather
comprehensive and correct concept, we may use “Cultural Iran” that at the same time carry historical as well as cultural meanings. Political
Iran exactly means the present territory and its essential characteristics like its present borders, national symbols. It is clear that the frontiers
of Sassanid Iran underwent so many changes during later periods. Once it has been stretched to the walls of classic Greece, in some later
periods it contained great parts of Egypt and India. Besids, for those centuries between the collapse of Sassanid Empire and the rise of
Safavid dynasty, to speak of Iran as a political entity with clear-cut frontiers is a matter of doubt. But it is interesting that Iran in its “historical
concept” not only survived all these fatal developments, but also It found a quasi-modern meaning after Mongol invasion and in spite of
some changes during Qajar era(1796-1925), carried it totality to the time being.

2.Cultural Iran or Iranian World?/ a conference by: Dr. M. S. Mulayi; Dr. J. Mansoori; Mr. H. Anoushe

Due to the selected theme of this number of Kitab-e Mah-e Tarikh v Joghrafia, viz., “The Eastern Extension of Cultural Iran”, this discussion
will draw on four lines: an attempt would carry out to define its conceptions; the geographical stand of eastern Iran beside some concrete
examples would be the next issue. Then we will pay attention to the problems of convergence and divergence in Iranian national Identity;
and hopefully at the end of session a bunch of scholarly subjects in this field and some practical devises will propose.

3. The Cultural Impact of Iran on Eastern people/ Dr. A. Ghofrani

Here by “the East” we mean those lands whose inhabitants were Tajiks, Soqdians, Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Qarakhitays, Mongols, Oyghurs and
Khitays (Northern Chinese).These lands from antiquity to recent periods has been calling differently; Touran, Transoxiana (Ma wara’-an-
Nahr), Turkistan, Sin Kiang (Kashghar) and recently Central Asia. Most of their inhabitants had been Moslems and Farsi has been one of
their most familiar and understandable languages. This article purported to trace the impact of Persian language and Iranian culture in these
parts of the East.

4.The role of independent and semi-independent Muslim dynasties in the extension of Iranian culture and civilization in the eastern
parts of Muslim World/ M. R. Shahidi Pak

One of the main causes of the extension of Iranian Culture throughout the eastern domains of Islamic World was the propagation of Islam,
especially its Shi’ite version. This process reached its zenith under Safavid dynasty who patronized an Irani-shi’ite cultural efflorescence
in architecture, art, literature, philosophy and religious sciences. This cultural blossoming found its way eastward to India and even some
parts of Far East. This paper aimed to introduce one of those evidences which show the long-term presence of Iranian culture in Far East.
5.The scientific- cultural life of Deccan / S. J. Hosseinof

The scientific and cultural dimensions of persianate societies in late 16" and early 17% centuries Deccan, is a matter which Orientalist
scholarship overlooked it so far. Some other aspects of this scholarly problem like the Court of Akbar (1556-1605) and its importance that
overshadowed Adab circles of Deccan, there are some works. However the lack of a comprehensive work in this field is undeniable, we can
get some notions of it through those little attempt on the history of Persian and Tajik literature. But even such inadequate perceptions are not
possible for scientific-cultural circles of Deccan during the period. In this paper, author attempts to throw some light on this rather obscure
matter as an important feature of the presence in Eastern lands of Iran.

6.A bibliographical survey on the geographical history of eastern parts of Iran/ H. Bastani Rad

Throughout the History of Iran, the “city” (Shahr) played a crucial role in preservation of Iranian achievements in culture and civilization
and transmitting them to later generations. Hence, city and urban life have a long history in Iran and despite all destroying experiences that
Iranian cities -eastern ones in particular- passed over, one could perceive some vital aspects of urban life and administration, inter-cities
relations, urban economics and architecture, etc. in this area of Iran. In addition to some visible evidences of Iranian urban life like urban
planning and architecture, monuments, water managing systems, what is important and merit especial scholarly attention is some urban data
available in textual form. As to Geographical and topographical sources are of particular value in this way, this paper is about to examine
this subject.

7.The Geographical History of Persian Gulf / M. Nayebpoor and L. Maleki

The geo-strategic situation of Persian Gulf made it an important center for economic activities and trade as well as international contacts
during both traditional period and modern times. This fact by itself granted this region a special importance in international relations and a
distinct position in social conventions of the people of East Africa, Indian Ocean and south east of Asia. by discovery of oil across the coasts
and hinterlands of the Persian Gulf, a new era of its geo-strategic prominence began and considerably augmented its economic and political
importance. Despite this importance lack of a comprehensive research in this field is regrettable. In this research, the authors aimed to
address this matter and bring forward some essential information about geographical history of Persian Gulf and its southern neighborhood.
However it doesn’t claim to touch on all those subjects which need to be explored.

8.Franco- Iranian contacts during Fath-Ali Shah / R. Shabane

Iran under Fath-Ali Shah(1797-1834), contains two narrations of Iran in first decades of 19" century which are different in subject but
interrelated and contemporary. The first is a concise survey of Iran under Fath-Ali Shah whose author never visited the country directly
and used Iranian and European travelogues and other materials to write this report. The second one is an invaluable report by an Iranian
Armenian about the situation of French under Louis XVIII and French political attitudes toward Iran. This paper has a look on this book.
9.The Hydrogeology and Geomorphology of Karst/R. Khoshraftar

Karst is the name of a region across Dinaric Mountain in southern parts of Europe. This term used to describe a special kind of geological
perspectives which contain caves and underground canals for water. Karst is a regional term and the works of Jovan Cvijic as the founder
of geomorphologic and hydrologic studies of this region, has had an influent role on extensive application of this term. This paper reviewed
a book on this matter.

10.The story of iranian female captives in Ishkabad and their emancipation/ M. Roustayi

Mohammad Ali Khan ‘Ala as-Saltanh, the foreign minister of Iran through a letter dated 13 moharram 1328 (A.H) informed the Financial
office of the conditions of Kurd and Lor female captives in Achal region and demanded the expences of emancipation of these captives and
transporting them to Iran. This paper is a concise report of this evidence and a starting point to introduce this kind of archival materials.
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