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THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF CYRUS

The story about the marriage of Mandane and Cambyses I recorded by
Herodotus is mirrored in the Sahname, yet not very clearly, in the story relating
the marriage of Farangis and Seyavus. Likewise, the story of Cyrus’ birth and his
upbringing by herdsmen in the mountains is parallel to the story of Kay Xosrow.

1. The Dream of Astyages before the Marriage of Mandane

Herodotus, I, 107:

“Astyages had a daughter called Mandane, and he dreamed one night that
she made water in such enormous quantities that it filled his city and swamped
the whole of Asia. He told his dream to the Magi whose business it was to
interpret such things, and was much alarmed by what they said it meant.”
Ferdousi, Seyavu$, v. 1490—1493:
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“(Afrasyab to Piran:) And besides I have heard from the investigators of the
stars, proud of their knowledge, who had scveral times before drawn
horoscopes from the stars in the presence of my father, that this marriage shall
bring the birth of a king who will seize the whole world, raze Turan to the
ground, and in the first place he will defile my royal calpac.”

H., I, 107:

“(...) when Mandane was old enough to marry, he (Astyages) did not give
her to some Mede of suitable rank, but was induced by his fear of the dream's
significance to marry her to a Persian named Cambyses, a man he knew to be
of good family and quiet habits — though he considered him much below
a Made even of middle rank.”

So Afrasyab gave his daughter to Seyavu$, whom he knew as a man of good
manners.

Seyavus, v. 1499—1500:
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“Piran said to him (Afrasyab):
— O, my lord! Let not this affair trouble thy heart! That one to whom
Seyavu$ will give birth, must be wise, prudent and silent.”
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2. The dream of Astyages before the birth of Cyrus

H, I, 108:

“Before Mandane and Cambyses had been married a year, Astyages had
another dream. This time it was that a vine grew from his daughter’s private
parts and spread over Asia. As before, he told the interpreters about his dream,
and then sent for his daughter, who was now pregnant. When she arrived, he
kept her under strict watch, intending to make away with her child; for the fact
was that the Magi had interpreted the dream to mean that his daughter‘s son
would usurp his throne.”

Seyavus, v. 2358—2362:
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“Said (Afrasyab) to the despicable Gersivez: :

— Drag her (Farangis) out of the chamber to the castle at once, give her to
the tortures, the assassins, let them pluck her hair out of her head, tear the veil
on her breasts. Let them beat her till she drops the seed of revenge here, on the
Turan soil. I do not want from the roots of Seyavus neither the tree, nor the
leaves, the crown and the throne!”

H, I 109:

[Harpagus does not want to kill Cyrus]

Seyavus. b. 2438-—2442:
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“The chieftain (Piran) came to the king (new-born Kay Xosrow), he brought
him gifts and praised the Creator for this lofty figure, these shoulders and
breast, as if the whole year had already passed since his birth. Tears filled his
eyes when he recalled Seyavus, and he cursed Afrasyab. Thus spoke he to the
famous warriors:

— Even though (Afrasyab) took my life for it, I would not let him reach his
-hands for this king (Kay Xosrow)! Even though he threw me into a throat of
a crocodile!”

According to Herodotus, Astyages gives young Cyrus to a herdsman and
bids him to kill Cyrus; according to Ferdousi however, Plran bids the
herdsman to spare Kay Xosrow.

H, L, 110—111:

“He (Harpagus) promptly sent a messenger to one of the king’s herdsmen,
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who he knew had a stretch of pasture in the mountains ranged by wild beasts,
and therefore most suitable for the purpose in hand (...).

The herdsman made haste-to answer the summons, and Harpagus said to
him: “The king's orders are that you must explose this infant in the wildest spot
you know of amongst the hills, where it may soonest die.”

Seyavus. v. 2470—2472:
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“(Piran) called the herdsmen from the Qala mountains and told them many
things about the little one:
“Guard him as thou guard thy own souls! Neither the earth nor the wind

dare to touch him. He should not lack anything in the world even if it were thy
eye or heart!”

3. The meeting of Astyages with ten years old Cyrus

H., 1, 114:

“When the boy was ten years old, his identity was revealed in the way I will
now relate. He and some other boys were playing the game of “Kings” in the
street of the village, where Mitradates kept his oxen, and it so happened that
Cyrus — the supposed son of the herdsman — was one whom the boys picked
as their king (...) one of the players, who happened to be the son of
a distinguished Mede called Artembares, refused to do what King Cyrus
commanded, and Cyrus ordered his arrest. The other boys accordingly seized
him, and Cyrus beat him savagely with a whip (...) Artembares was very angry.
He took his boy to Astyages, and reported the monstrous treatment he had
received...

(-..) Astyages had guessed who he was, for that was not the answer of
a slave; (...)

Seyavus, v. 2479—2487:
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‘When he was ten, he was a fierce warrior, he hunted wild boars, wolves and
bears and then also lions and panthers, and his weapons was a curved stick.
And so, for some time, he was obedient to his host.

2 — The Cyrus Legend

Sou
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— And a herdsman came from the steppe and from the mountains and
went to Piran to complain.

— To you, pahlavan, I came with a grievance against that hero brave as
a lion. First he hunted gazelles and did not look for the paths of panthers and
lions, but now all is the same to him — a panther or a lion, or the hunt for
gazelles. I wish not any adventure to trouble him since the noble pahlavan
entrusted me with him.

Then Piran laughed and said:

— Neither the stock nor the art can be concealed.

H, I, 121:

“Astyages (...) called Cyrus and said to him: “I did you a wrong, my boy,
because of a dream which was not fulfilled; but your own fortune saved you. Be
off now to Persia — I will give you an escort on your way — and good luck to
you: You will find a father and a mother there)...”

Seyavus, v. 2531—2532:
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When he came to Afrésyéb, the tears of shame rose to the eyes of the
grandfather, when he saw the king's shoulders, arms, dignity and majesty.
Seyavus, v. 2543—2546:
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The king laughed at these words and thus addressed the pahlavan:
(...) Go, you can safely give him to his mother and commit him to
a cautions man...

THE WAR FOR THE PERSIAN LIBERATION

Olmstead relates scant information about the war between Cyrus and
Astyages:*

“As Nabu-naid tells it, in his accession year the gods Marduk and Sin
appeared to him in a dream. Marduk bade him to restore the Harran temple;
we wonder whether the priests of Esagila approved. When Nabu-naid fearfully
protested that the Mede surrounded it and that he was exceedingly strong,
Marduk answered: “the Mede of whom you are speaking, he himself, his land,
and the kings who march at his side are not! When the third year comes, the

! Olmst., pp. 36-—37.
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gods will cause Cyrus, king of Anshan, his little slave, to advance against him
with his small army. He will overthrow the wide extending Medes; he will
capture Astyages, king of the Medes, and take him captive to his land.

In this hope, Nabu-naid made alliance with Cyrus, who thereupon openly
rebelled against Media. To fulfil his part of the agreement, Nabu-naid promptly
levied an army against the “rebels” who lived in the countries once held by
Nebuchadnezzar. Before he left, Nabu-naid handed over the “kingship” of
Babylonia to his eldest son, Belshar-usur (...), and started off for Harran. No
aid for the city was possible, since the revolt of Cyrus kept Astyages busy at
home, and Harran was quickly recovered. The city was rebuilt, and the army
had laid the temple foundations by 555.

(...) Astyages did send out against his rebellious vassal an army under
Harpagus, but he had forgotten how he had cruelly slain that general’s son;
Harpagus did not forget and promptly deserted to Cyrus, bringing over with
him most of his soldiers. A second army, commanded by Astyages in person,
reached the capital of Parsa; here it mutinied, seized its king, and handed him
over to Cyrus. Ecbatana was captured, and its wealth of gold, an precious
objects was carried off to Anshan (550).”

1. The egreement between Cyrus and Harpagus

Acc. to Herodotus, I, 123—124, Harpagus, whose son was killed by
Astyages, concludes an agreement with young Cyrus and summons him to fight
against Astyages.

Acc. to Ferdousi (Zohak, v. 183—218 and 227—245), Kaveh, whose son was
to be killed by Zohak, comes to an understanding with young Feridun and
drives him into the war against Zohak.

Gersasp, v. 104—118, 113—162 and 170—183:

Rostam comes to young Kayqobad with a mission to prompt him to seize
the throne of Iran and to participate in the war with Afrasyab.

Seyavus, v. 3021—3034, 3128—3132 and 3139—3157:

Giv finds young Kay Xosrow and takes him to Iran, thus enabling him to
revenge Afrasyab.

2. The unification of the Persian tribes

Cyrus began plotting against Astyages with bringing the Persian tribes into
the union.?

H., I 125:

“The Persian nation contains a number of tribes, and the ones which Cyrus
assembled and persuaded to revolt were Pasargadae, Maraphii and Maspii,
upon which all the other tribes are dependent. Of these the Pasargadae are the
most distinguished; they contain the clan of the Achaemenidae from which
spring the Perseid kings.”

21.V. Piankov, Obrazovaniye derzavy Axemenidov, ligk, p. 86.







