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1. Japan

Gap between the Reality and the Western View of Japanese Religions

The reality of Japanese Buddhism is far different from the image which western people

acquired from books. These are the reason why such a big gap exists:

(1) The sources of the western knowledge about Buddhism are mainly gained from

investigations and translations of Sanskrit and Pali scriptures (sutras). Most of them are

Theravada scriptures.

(2) Western researchers of Buddhism have little knowledge about the details of the history

and doctrines of Japanese Mahayana sects and Shugen-dô.

(3) Western researchers tend to take Sanskrit & Pali scriptures as absolute as the bible. But it

is a great misunderstanding. The reality is completely different especially in Esoteric

Buddhism (Shingon and Tendai).

(4) In Japan it is widely shared that Japanese Buddhism (Mahayana) was formed under the

strong influence of Iranian religion.

(5) Maitreya and Miroku should not be confused, Kannon and Avalôkitêshvara as well.

(6) It must be noted that the recent Japanese and Chinese researchers of Iranian religions and

cultures have changed their view drastically. The Christian tint (filter and/or bias) is

completely removed from the view on Zoroastrianism and Mithraism. Today, they don’t

think Zoroastrianism is dominant in Iran all the time until the fall of Sasanid dynasty. In

the Achaemenid dynasty Ahura Mazda worship was one of the many sects, and was not

so prominent as the western scholars imagine. The elite magi were Simorghians and

Mithraists. The Seleucid, Parthia and Bactria were the golden age of the Simorghian

(ancient Aryan) religion and Mithraism, the dark age for Ahura Mazda worshippers.

Zoroastrianism was a mere branch of the ancient Aryan religion in the Central Asia. The

Simorghian culture and Mithraism retained their power all the time even in early Islamic

Iran. (Aoki. A History of Zoroastrianism, Ch. 1, 2, p212-213, afterword)

Terminology

Before going farther on, it wuoul be better to define the meaning of three words.

The Simorghian Culture

It is the ancient Aryan culture (pre-Zoroastrian Iranian culture), providing the basic

matrix of ancient Iranian observances, thoughts and religions. It covers vast area,

encompassing Japan, Korean peninsula, modern north-east China , Mongol, Central Asia,

Kashmir, north India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Kurdistan, Caucasas, Black Sea coast,

Siberia, and East Europe.

In the Simorghian culture, Great Goddess Div is the root God and the Seed, which is

one single hidden Life-Power-Wisdom. She is not a sole creator either commander in

monotheistic sense, however, She is truly the root-God, the Hakk, the Ultimate and the

One. Div has six faces (aspects): (1) mehr (unity and friendship), (2) jonbesh (movement),

(3) musighi (music), (4) khoshzisti=khordaad (happiness), (5) dirzisti=amordaad

(immortality) and (6) binesh (vision). Div is symbolized by Simorgh. Simorgh
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female. If there were no percecution, Milo would be androgynous as Japanese-Korean

Miroku.

Modern Icon

Anime-Comic image of Mithra (Icon 1) is drawn on this tradition. In the peaceful age

people loves a nature-loving Mithra-Miroku. He is a god of friendship, love and eros.

However, once the social trend changes, people want Miroku to show his another nature and

done a social reform. Even if people love Anime-Comic image of Mithra today, they never

forget there is another nature in Miroku, God of Justice and Social Contracts.

It’s just the problem of tradition and culture, do not mind it. The essential nature is

preserved firmly under the Anime-Comic image of Mithra.

Icon 1. Miroku-Mithra-Mithra

Remark 1

A cultural gap exists between China and Japan-Korea. Most of Japanese and Korean

people would not recognize modern image of Chinese Milo (the laughing Buddha) as

Miroku-Mithra. It is so strange. However, once they understand Bu-dai is an avatar of

Miroku, they accept and love him.

In general, Japanese and Korean people don’t prefer a hero and/or god whose body is as

masculine as a body-builder. Especially women don’t prefer such kind of body.


















