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4(0CD#") :&$(:;<4 4(,(#;  
  

E="FG:  

?H%5 IR ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 I@%/"3B "U- ./"%(VM1 E)KV+Q93 +%C ( W$7%3 ?81F1

 W!";/"Q%- L0 8F 18 OFH= IV WE81F 8H7V B1 ?H%5 N01confederacy 

./"*"* -'P"5 !"#+,>3 !H9>* $'/"QP WFHR ?F1F X"UB"R .U8"-  ./"*"* .P"7

 E81FB1+U 2 .;'P+4 .P"4H@5 W.3B8 E$'Q/1HU 6T* 2 WF+@%3 8"V)EF"Y9Z1 (

FHR ?$5 !1+01 8H7V .?$%&'</ E"P J5HV .[2 - \!$%A+R 8F K02+-2+<(= E

?81F1 8"9="*-?H%5 IR IV 8H7V \E - ./"%(VM1 \E)KV+Q93 +%C ( 6T* WFHR

F E"P XH5D W.U8"- ]8K>R E"P ?F1H/"= E$'*+(="/ !FB N31F 2 8H7V ./28

 JU81 ./1HU"/ ",/D $3"%- IV $5 E81H#"/ E"PF1$028 B1 E1 ?+%&/B L0 IR

 2 ^/1K%R JU81 +R1+R 8F )<_/ W)7# !D .- 8F .- E"P )<@5 2 ./"*"*

 ?`HM5 "P X+a B1 )<@5 N%<-12 N01 2 bX+a !"%P"c* +R1+R 8F ^c*)6T* (

 E"P$3"%- 2 ?$* ?F8",A E1+R !1+01 d"e51 +R B2+31 IR "U IV $(5 !D fH5

I/HQ/ W.3g*1 +;["e51 )3H@h 2 )*1 ?$'@41 I0"* !1+01 fF+3 )5H/+*- E

)*1 )<@5 N01 8"@5D . \)T@/ N01 IR !1F !"0"- E1+R1400 !"%/1+01 WI["* 

IQP !F+V i%,* K&R W$/81$/ E1 ?8"A j%P- B1 k8$Z 8F ./1+01 E"P ?+%U E

?8"R2F .0"-+R ?18-;/"Q%- E W!"confederacyIQP !"%3 W-./1+01 E"P ?+%U \E.  
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H(IJ*/:  

"R IQP - E.V"P̀2) .9%QP1 ( IV \E"PF1$0285 ./"0"- E"P d"* .P"7'P"

 8F ./"*"*l08"U ?$* ?F8",A-\EN%7%- I/"9_R8H5 W$/1 I951F !1+01 !H'V"U  

\!1+;7P2m- n$/1 8"%<R W./1+01  JP2m- I'%3B N01 8F$/1 ?F+V82F N01 2  !1

 )7- 8F !"'oQP1 ?$/"3 !",'- l08"U 8"TC 2 F+#)*. i%/1$%3 IV I/H;/"QP 

 E"P X+afg*1 N0F O+9<(# !F+V I/",R "R EB"U +R N94"%9*F p$P "R .[2 

?F1BD fF+3 !F+>R .#F+R IR 2 N%3K/1+01 K%=8B n"= - +R E82+* 2 8H7V N01 E

I/"%3 8F W",/D-?$* E-!1+01 8H7V IR .0"*+U i9:P E$/F82D O8H0  .

 F8H= )<@5 X+a !"%P"c* B1 q'r N0$'A 8F ./"*"* $'32+%/ .012+/"3+4

 !$5 ?$%5"- iPB1 W./"*"* \.P"7'P"5 .5"-2+4 "P )<@5 N01 \f"&/1+* IV

 E+;0+,5)!$QU ( E+;0+,5 !128"V B1 !1+01 \!$/"Q<-12 W./1+01 $'QPH@5

)!$QU (U IV FHR !1+01 8H7V d"e51 IQP B1 +U$R 2 2 F81F I31F1 iP B2+31 "

I/HQ/ W.3g*1 +;["e51 )3H@h -)*1 !H;5$R )<@5 N01 8"@5D E.  
 B1 .@0 N%9<_(/ IV )*1 N01 E82s3B8 N4 \E"P I0"c'>R8H7VF8H= )<@5  ?

 Wq'r B1 ^-?8"R8F H&9<>r IR-E"P$/`HM5 \E) a\E"P )t ( "U WFB1F+c%3 )<@5

"P q'r 8F )<@5 F+VB"R B1 "P !D N94"0 "R$'(V E+%;7%- ?$'0D E !H'V1 b

 )*1 N01 $'(V f+#+* FH= IR 18 )*2$',%3 ./1+01 +P NPu $0"R IV .7*+>-

IV :\!$5 E+c* B1 ^- "0D 8F !1+01 JU81 ltU E"P )<@5 B1 ?$* ?F8",A 

 .*2F"V \E"P q'r)I%*F"Z(WvHr W$/2",/  ... \FH/+M4 IR !"%/1+01 "3)w%[F (

 N%9*18 N01+R 8F "P )<@5i01 ?F+>R .- X+a !"%P"c* +R1x l>*"- I/"9_R8H5 

 FH/+4 b)*1 .:'3)w%[F (!1H9%3 IV ./1+# !$0+>R WF82D .9*"V N01 E1+R 

 "R !"%/1+01 B1 .#8KR J_R 2 q'P+4I95y#-\!$5 I/";%R 2 !"58H7V E",/D  "R 

\!1+01 l08"U\!"0"- 8F N%9*18 \E"PF1$028 ?m0HR 2 !"9*"R  .P"7'P"5 \!182F 

$5"T%3 ./"*"*.  

 E"P$/`HM5 IR +;0F .0H* B1 2)E"P )ta ( N01 E8"RF+>R B1 IV ./H#"/H#

 !"9*"R !1+01 l08"U f"/ IR B2+31 IR "U "3 IV Io/D WF2+%3 +U1+4 8"9:;7%-
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 E1 I01F+# I/182"T5H= )["P 8F Wi%*"'7%3)E1 IaHQ&3 ( E"P O81K(# B1

$R "0 IV $'9<̀P .0"P E821$7%- 2 )*8>F"/ E"P I:%t= 8"R8F \!181K(#8"V \)*

 X+a ",/D \FH* IR 2 fg*1 B"CD 8F 2 b+9="R !1+;7P2m- "0 2 $/1 ?$5 I95";/

 \$/̀HM5 IR IV )*1 N528))ta ( 2 !"%/1+01 "R X+a !"0"7(#8H7V .'Q5>F

 .0H'%3 J01+# 2 .[$QP)EH'G3 (\!1+;7P2m- W!"9*"R f>8 2 ^/1K%R IR +9="R 

 "R ",/D .;/";%R !"5 .012+- .R 2 !"9*"R !"%/1+01 \q'P+4 2 N%0D) .U2":9%R

!"5 ( 2 "PF1$028 O8";/ !"*"'582"= B1 !1H9%Q/ W!1+01 fF+3 )5H/+* IR

)51F i7A ./"*"* !182F N%<-12 8F 18 !1+01 N%9*18 l08"U . 8"V N01 f"&/1

 E8"@70H= !1+#)I:%z2-E (H'V "U I/"9_R8H5 IV )*1 )*2$',%3 !"%/1+01 !

\!1$%3 N01 8FW.7P2m-  iV E8"V./121+4 )*1 ?$5  .2+'01 B1W IV !"*"'582"= 

 B2+31 IR "U» .o%Z 2 J08 !1+01 l08"U$/1 I951F )*F 8F 18 « f";'P 8F

\O8";/IQP IR ./"*"* !182F N%<-12 E"PF1$028 - E "P ?F",/)"P {H|H3 (

$/1 I9=1F+- - B1 »E+;Q9*!1+01 fF+3 IR .97U8B !1$RH3 « "U I94+# 

» ./"@7`- 8"9="* B1 fF+3 E$'*+(="/).U"}T~ (8H7V« 2 »R./"*"* 8"R8F F1$% 

fF+3 IR«...W - \$/̀HM5 IR K&R ))ta IR (!D N%9*18W?`HM5 IV - E)6T* ( )<@5

JU81 \!"%P"c* )*F B1 ./"*"* $'32+%/ fg*1+4 W2 2 ./"*"* !"3F2F .5"-

 ?$* ?F8",A E1+R !1+01 d"e51$(5)*1 ?.  

I/12+- +9VF H/"R f"/ IR ./1+01 !18";',95y(# B1 .@0 .#B"U IR I/"9_T5H= - E

 $/1 ?$5 8";3"V .9G0+58H-)$/1 ?$5 �4H3 ( IV E1 ?$/B81 \E"P JP2m- .- 8F

 \L<M/ 8F)X"9V ( f"/ "R FH=»./"*"* .012+/"3+4 .5"-2+4 2 6%7/ « E82DF+#

b$/+TR .- )<@5 N01 B18 IR W$/1 ?F+VV N%'A I94+# f"&/1 8"?$5  EH* B1 

 .9G0+58H- H/"R?$* ?F8",A .- 8F- !1+01 q'P+4 2 l08"U 8F I95y# E E8"V

)*1 $'/"Q%R. L<M/ \!H'V1 iP IV )*1 E1 ?B1$/1 IR 21 8"V OB81 2 )X"9V ( 21

 ]8K>R E"P ?";7/1F 8F N%<c* E"P JP2m- E1+R E1 IQ7A+* 2 I0"Q'>R

)*1 I97# !",r. "P JP2m- N01  "P ):#B"R J&'* ?18 B1)"P )0128( J/1F W

 .*"'5 q/1F).*"'5 I@*( .#$/B 2 8"948 8F .*8+R W.*"'5 fH3 2 +,>3 W
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?m02FH=- E).Y_5 ( W!1+01 l08"U \!181$3"/prosopography .*8+R ?18 B1 2 W

 E"P I0"Q'>R "R !"%/"*"* !182F B1 IV .PHT/1 \E"P !"9*1F 2 I3"'01$= WI3"'P"5

)P ST'3E" ($/1 I94+# f"&/1 W$/1 ?$/"3 E"&R !H#"/H# .I/12+- H/"R- E

I/H#�12 IR .9G0+58H-- $'/"QP +9="R 81$3"/ !1+;7P2m- +;0F EN<'9<0+V W

Christensen?81F1 +R IV W -?H%5 IR !"%/"*"* E81F8H7V 8"9="* E - ./"%(V E

)EKV+3 (IV $/82"R N01 +R W$''(@%3 E8"74"- :0F 2 .*"%* 8"9="* ./"*"* ./1H

I0"-+R - W!";/"Q%- Econfederacy./"*"* W- N01 2 )*1 ?$7%3 ?81F1 .U8"- 

?H%5 - ?FHR "r+R"- ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 !182F .;QP 8F IV E81F8H7V E

\!"#+,>3 \!H9>* W)*1)*1 I9="<%3 18 ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 b .0"P ?B"* 2 

).0"P w3"a ( W!";/"Q%- N01 .5"-2+4 IR IVconfederacy W$/1 ?FB N31F W

?`HM5- \E))ta ( $/1 ?FHR ./"*"* $'32+%/ .P"7'P"5 !$(5 !1HU"/ 8F \N0F"%'>R

)*1 ?FHR I951F+R K%= !",r+R E82+* E1+R !182F !D 8F IVb B1 Wf"&/1+* 2 

- !$5 ?$%5"- iP./"*"* \!";/"Q%- .- 8F .- E"P )<@5 6T* .U8"- 

!1+01 8H7VW)7#  +R1+R 8F q'r 8F )<_(/ 8F ^c* 2 ^/1K%R JU81  +R1+R

!"Qt<3 E"P X+a .  

  

!12F81 ]+3 "R I@/D "Ri&'- W!"3F2F W./"@51 ?"5F"- N%<-12 \E"P   .U8"-

F"941+R ./"@51$/ 2 "*"*$'97# ?+%A !1+01 8H7V +R !"%/ E"P ?F1H/"= .[2 W

1 ./"@51 ]8K>R\?"#"Q/ B$/$(7/ ?$/18 !1+01 .*"%* * 8F ",/D b8"- E"P N%3B+ .U

 !"&0"R8uD 2 !"*1+(=$/$/"3 81$/"3+4 W 2.9*+-+,3 N0F 2 N%0D B1 E81$,;/ 8F 

$/$%5HV WFHR ?+%A "P N%3B+* N01 8F IVb .U8"- ]8K>R \E"P !"3F2F N01 "R 

?m02 fH3 2 +,>3- E E81$/"3+4 W!";/"Q%- L0 8F !"5FH=confederacy W

 ./"*"*– .U8"-  ./"*"* !182F +*1+* 8F?81F1 8F-$/1 I951F i,* 8H7V E 2 

>*\!H9\!"#+,>3  .P"7'P"5  ./"*"*$'9="<%3 18. \E"P J5HV .[2 

\!"0"- 8F K02+-2+<= W!";/"Q%- N01 !$%A+R E1+R ./"*"* !182F 

confederacy .U8"- ]8K>R E"P ?F1H/"= E$'*+(="/ IR W 2 !"*1+(= 8F
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 !"&0"R8uD\E"P J\3"/+M4 I/H;'01 bFB N31F) "P f1$Z1E(  EH* B1 ?$%&'</

/"= !"%3 8F 18 .0"P XH5D K02+-2+<(=IV )51F ?1+Q,R .U8"- E"P ?F1H?`HM5 -

 E)6T* (2 8H7V .3B8 E2+%/ !$5 !1HU"/f"&/1+*  ./"*"* JU81 )<@5 

)7# ^/1K%R JU81 B1 . W!";/"Q%- .5"-2+4 IR J'(V128Fconfederacy W

./"*"*–.U8"-IV FHR  3F2F1 .U8"- ]8K>R E"P !"B fH* F+#FK0 B1 ./"T%97>- 

./"*"* ?"5F"- N%<-12$/F+V E81FFH= W2 8F 18 21 T/  ",'U X+a !"0B"U "R F+

b$'951y(# 82"R "R $/$021$%3 IV "P X+a �28F IR )"aF1 $/F+@%3 ( p$P ",'U IV

",/D B1 8y(#\n"=  E"P q'<%/ IR N94"%9*F E1+R !1+01 )E"P I}�'3 ( ./"#8B"R

 F281+4)[182"3+,' ()*1 W  .U8"- ]8K>R E"P ?F1H/"= N01 EB"U E"P X+a "R

 $/$%'9*F I3"'%95D)$/F+V "�31.(I0"-+R 2 - OB"U +R1+R 8F I3"/"Q%- N01 E

 E"P q'<%/ IR EB"U E"P X+a)E"P I}�'3 ( j%P "P �8"- !"3+4 +0B

$/F1$/ !"7/ .7'(V12.  

J*+>-0"R )*2$',%3 ./1+01 +P !H'V1 iP IV .'0F"%'>R  N01 $'@R OFH= B1 $

IV )*1 : +#1 l08"U +*1+* 8F ./"*"* .P"7'P"5O$'QPH@5 E$'32+%/ W

081FB1+U 2 .;'P+4 ?H@5 2 .3B8J) 0F"Y9Z1J (./1H0F 8"9="* 81F f12 18 – 
\.*"%*M1  ./"%(V)KV+Q93+%C ()*1 ?FHR W!";/"Q%- 8F IV confederacy W

./"*"* -FHR ?F+V 1$%- X"UB"R .U8"- B1 2 W +;0F .0H*  8F !1+01 .3B8 )<@5

 !D .- 8F 2 ^/1K%R +R1+R !"%P"c* +R1+R 8F !1+01 N%3"r+4 )<@5 2 .5"-2+4

X+a B2+31 IR "U IV  E"P J0"'̀P)E"P+%��U (#"/81H  w@%P 8F !D \!H;5$R

\)3H@h+;["e51  .3g*1  +R!1+01 fF+3 )5H/+*I0"*  9=1$/1)*1 I B1 IQP W

?$%5"- iP B1 E"P$3"%-\!$(5 !";/"Q%- N01 ./"*"* -.U8"- $0"T/ 1+A W`$'9<`P 

\)<@5 N01 E"P$3"%- IR !F1F !"0"- E1+RltU  W!1+01 d"e51 ?$* ?F8",A 2 

!";/"Q%- N01 Wconfederacy./1+01 E"P ?+%U !"%3 W ?8"R2F FF+# "-+Rx  

 WI@'01 +;0FI70$/1 -?81F1 E- .*"%* 8"9="* L0 "R !1+01 E./"%(VM1)  +%C

93KV+Q (\./1+;/ E1+R E1 ?K%;/1 $0"T/)*2$',%3 !"%/1+01  B1 �+U B1 

 E8"9*"'02)I'94-E (!"P1H= .01$rFH5  1+0B WI%*28 .5"-2+4 "R- E28H5 E



                          !"#$%&' % ()*+ !,-%&+#.&'!+#/#/    

8 

 B2+Q%/ E"P8H7V B1 E8"%<R)XH'r ( I%*28\!H31+%- 8F !18$/B"3 E"08F  IV

 8F"P8"r"Z )<@5 2F .-"P �28 B1 I0"-+R 2 -\E"P I3"/"Q%- E(#  2 !"9<t

QV+U!HoQP W$/FHR ?$51$r !1+01 +@%- B1 E"o'!"9<@%r"U 2 !"9<@RB1  ... B1

\+,R B"T/1 .;'P+4 B1 E81F8H=+R )n+973(!1+01 fF+3 "R  W ./121+4 .;9<T[F

$/F1F !"7/ !1+01 IR !$5 L0FK/ E1+R . 8H7V 8F IV "&/D B1 I/"9_R8H5 .[2

 L0 !H'V1 iP .',%3 )3H@h L0 E"&R !1+01 E1+#F"%'>R 2 +;["e51 )3H@h

.3g*1 )3H@h W$'@%3 .012+/"3+4 .'0F "R "P8H7V N01 B1 EB1H7%- E"&R 

IQP W./1+01 q'P+4 E"P OB81-",/D E .01+#F"%'>R O+9<(# B1 �+U "R 18 

 .3g*1)="* !1K0+(# !1+01 B1 !"58H7V 8F.  

 E82D I/HQ/ N01 IR .3+;97>- "R IV i9<̀P !"Q;%R N3/`8D "R q)8"G5 ( !1+01

IQP E1+R-IQP IR .*"%* k8$Z 8F i,* !F1F 2 !"%/1+01 E- E"P ?+%U E

?81F1 EH* IR N948 2  ./1+01- 8"9="* L0 "R !1+01 E./"%(VM1) KV+Q93 +%C( W

 +;["e51 )3H@h ./H;/+* B1 )</1HU $P1H_/ E$'TP18 j%P .3g*1 ./1+%/1 2

E$/H=DI9<TQP \E"P ?+%U \)*$R -./1+01 \E B"R 2 B2+Q%/ E"P8H7V \)7#

)XH'r ( N,%3 f"3 IR I%*28$'(V E+%;7%- .^-B1 3H@h N01 ./H;/+*  )

 ./1+%/1 +;["e51?F1BD 2 .',%3 )3H@h L0 !$3D 8"V E28 2W .;QP 

rQ\E",08H, EB2+Q%/ ).RH'r ( 8F IV !"9<r+(# 2 !"9<'381 $'/"QP I%*28

 W$/1 ?FHR !1+01 n"= B1 .7_R !"%/"*"* !182F2(=  E82"= !"*1+)!"9</"e41 ( 

 IV159I<%*F "R J%- d"* - !"9<t;/1 E"P �1 )0D E1H94 2O2+:',%3 E 

 W$5 1$r !1+01 B1 ?8"R2F .0H'%3 E$/H%- "R)EH'G3 ( N,%3 f"3 OHCD IR

)7# $'P1H=B"R . !"<R ",'U !"%3 N01 8F !"P1H= .01$r 2IT'- XHA .V$/1 

 \!1F+#+* E"P\E"P XDK%= 8F i%*D ) \E"P �H3i%�a ( 8"R"08F)�H/"%Z1( 

$5 $'P1H= $0$-"/ ./1+01 q'P+4 . "R !1H9%3 .3g*1 )3H@h ./H;/+* B1 ^-

 B1 N94+# H;[1»"-281 n+973 81B"R « !"%3 18 "PB+3 .;QP 2 !1+01 E8H,Qr

E"P EB2+Q%/ ).RH'r (28 "R 28 E"P E8"@QP "R "P8H7V N01 2 FH7# I%*28E 
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)wR"}93(W.3B8 'P+4  E81FB1+U .;)EF"Y9Z1 ( 2 N0+9#8K>R )</1HU $'P1H=

 18 ./",r E81FB1+U 81B"R N0+U$'32+%/I0"* 8F - ./1+01  q'P+4 E$/B"* "-+R.  

F"R !2$01  

 WIT'515 W$%5 !1H%V WF1F+3 3749.,R N0F   

  

  

K4%J2(,  

  

N01 ?1+QP$/H%- )51F"0 \/ N01 .@%/2+9@[1 I_</ \L<?$/B81  18  E+%#8"R E1+R

 8Ff81y;%3 )*2$',%3 !"%/1+01 �+9*F .2.[ B1 E81K;*"c* 2 ./"T%97>- E1+R 

 H/"R $'Q5B81 8"V I/12+- W.9G0+58H- )*2$',%3 !"%/1+01 IR IV i'@%3 F",'7%-

M/r 1+/D EyC"V L<82D iP1+4 I/"#$$/ !$/1H= 2 18 L<M/ N01+;0F IR   iP

!"',%3P$R F",'7%- $' .*D 8"V N01 I@'01 IR $%31 "R i%)i%�a ( .9G0+58H- H/"R

$''V d"T/F 18 21 ?18 "U FF+# !1+01 !1Hr !1+;7P2m- E1+R .0H;[1.  

  

  
 

http://www.4shared.com/get/lR-OKGHd/Decline_and_Fall_of_the_Sasani.html 
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4(0CD#") :&03,*'45) 6$-%*)  

!1+01 l08"U?$* B"CD 8F W!"9*"R - I/"%3 \E) 500–750.0"*+U ( !1$%3 B1 .@0

)*1 ?$5 .*8+R +9QV "P d"* N%<-12 8F IV W)*1 .7P2m- E"P . I@/D"R

 N0+U$'`,\3 B1 .=+R)N0+U i,3 ( .'̀Q>&'̀P E"P$'01+4).0"Q9r1 ( IV .*"%* 2

8F82F N01 N<>rF"P 2 $/1 ?$3D J%- !1 WHodgson\q'<%/ 1+/D W) I}�'3-E (

\.;'P+4"08FH3D IR w%/ )] �%r!H(W Nile to Oxus[ I9*18 W$3"'%3 )i%}9<3 (

$/1 ?$5 ?$%o%- i,R !1+01 l08"U "R .\q'r N%<-12 ./"9*"R )603–628 

.0"*+U ( W^/1K%R ]8K>R .012+/"3+4 2F !"%3 IVByzantines W)330–1453 

.0"*+U(] 1 [ !"%/"*"* 2)224–651 .0"*+U ( 8F L0FK/ WF1F E28 I/"%382"=

I7}/ IV FHR -\!",r EI/H;R 18 !"9*"R -\EFB"* !H#+#F N0F"%'>R  . N01 8F

\.P"7'P"5 WIPF 2F J%R"QV E1+R !182F\E"PB+3 !$/1F+#B"R 8F ./"*"*  

 ]21 !182F IR 8H7V)�21 (\.0"4H@5 !"%7'3"_`P )559–330  J01B B1 J%-

�%<3 (^/1K%R +R1+R 8F J0"P .7V+@7[ 8F WByzantinesW 8";3"V 2 B2+%-  

FHR . W�HT* O81K(# IV I/H;/"QPSebeos d"* 8F I@%3";'P W$P$%3 .P1H# W

615\*gA +,5 IR !"%/1+01 !2$ WChalcedonW $/$%*8 ]2[ ^/1K%R E12+/"3+4 W

W�H%tV1+P Heraclius) 610–641 ( FHR L0FK/ E1+R 18 J%#F"3D IV

 F81F !"%R ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 IR .#$/"7'9*F]3 .[ d"* 8F I@%3";'P622 

\J012M+M4 I9="'5"/ 2 .*"%* .'0F ?2+# L0) k+r",3 (I@3 B1 18 OFH= IR 

W$0B"CD I'0$3 -.7012M+M4 L0 ) .U+r",3 (\E"P IPF 8F IV f"/ IR !D B1 N%<c* 

g*1 N0F J01$%- E1+R l08"U ?";7=+A$/+T%3 f"/ f - ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 

FHR I951F+R K%= !",r +R .#+%A E1+R.  

 WIQ,'01 "RI/H;R- \E !"*H%R"/)?+�9'3+%C(WFB �+A )5H/+*  18 E+;0F ]+R 2 

F1F !"7/ .\E8"%R$R N0+U K%;/1 ):;5 IV Io/D .- 8F 1+0B 8F )5H/+*  O81K(#

F"0 !D B1 .;'r \E"P\)<@5 B1 ^- WFH7%3 \N%3"r+4  2 N%<-12 8F !"%/"*"* 

\E"P d"* N0+U$'`,\3q'r ^/1K%R "R ) 621–628.0"*+U (- L0 OFH= IV 

)*1 EK%;/1 ):;5 ?B1$/1 .R J*+>- - .'Q>&'̀P .*"%* JT'>r L0 
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).0"Q9r1 (\!",r 8F IV$'/"3 .R !"9*"R $(5 B"CD FHR  : "P X+a .0"7(#8H7V

I/"%382"= 8F . I@%["P8F !D\E"PF1$028 IV .T%*D E"P d"* 640 ^/1K%R IR 

+0y- O8"o02 W)*1 ?FB $'9<%/ )�%_7U wR"Z$'9<%/ ($3D+R W!D \E"P E1+R 

FHR N%;Q,* +97%R !"%/"*"*)*1 ? .\]+3 "R 1+0B\?"5F"- N%<-12  W./"*"* 

 fH* F+#FK0)632–651(\+0B IV W J0"'̀P )+%��U ( E+%#2+4)d"e51 ( !1+01

012+/"3+4 WF1F E28 "P X+a )*$R ./1+# J_R +R !"%/1+01 .).Q,3 ( B1

$%*8 !"0"- IR d"* 81KP B1 J%R )5y# B1 ^- I/"%382"=.  

\.012+/"3+4 8F 2 !H;/+* ./"*"* !"PF $(5 ?$/"TQ([ X+a !"%P"c* ) ?$%GtR

$5 .( d"* 8F IV .012+/"3+4 L0 1+A xFHR ?$3D J%- EF1$028 IA620 E1+R 

!",r +R .#+%Ar 2 WFHR I951F+R K%= \^/1K%R "R 18 J0"P q'$'32+%/  W "R

 B1 WF(+T%3 J%- IR .R"T%3"V .3>F+3!"3B !D "U IV F8H= )<@5 +<@0 +0B 

E82+*X+a !"%P"c* B1 W$/1 I9<0K%3 !"5  L<M/ N01 x)X"9V ( E1+R .75HV

\E"P .@08"U +R .0HU+- N9=1$/1?82F N01 -\l08"U 8F i,3 8"%<R E 2 !1+01 

I/"%382"=b)*1 %'oQP  ./28F .0"0H- IR F+@028 "R $P1H_%3 L<M/ N01 N

)internal dynamics (\l08"U N94+#2+4 8F 18 "P X+a .R"T%3"V W!"%/"*"* 

?$* B"CD 8F !1+01-\E\i9:P \)<@5 N%'oQP 2 .0"*+U  !"%/"*"* N%7%- 

$'(V N528 18 "P ^/1K%R \)*$R .\!"Q# ./28F .0"0H- B1 "3 )internal 

dynamics (08"U\l?$/+%#+R8F WE28 +P IR W!"%/"*"* - B1 ?B"U .R"0B81 L0 E

?$5 I94+0y- 2 ._08"U \E"P82"R B1 IV )*1 l08"U N01-\E 82F IR ./H'V 

 ?"#$0F $P1H_%3 I95H/ N01 1+0B W$5"T%3N<'9<0+V WChristensen?8"R8F W - E

\E81F8H7V O28 .P"7'P"5 )51$'c%3 IV W$7@R J["A IR 18 !"%/"*"* 

*"* ./"%(V O28 IR ./")EKV+3 ( d"* B1 "9P IV .P"#$0F W)*1 ?$7%3 ?81F1

1930 W I@%3";'PN<'9<0+V WChristensenL<M/ Wf"/ "R 18 FH= »  L’Iran 

sous les Sassanides « !"%3 8F E81F+R I/HQ/ E1+R .0H;[(1 WF1F !2+%R

 )*1 ?$5 !1+;7P2m-]4 .[ !1+\# 8"%<R J*+>- L0)i,3 ( +%#1+4 2 N01 8F

@<M/.) R"9V.(W)*1 �+9*F 8F IV \E"P J5HV IR N9=1F+-  2 iP B1 1$r 
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\f"V"/?81F1 E1+R ./"*"* \!"#8K>R B1 .=+R  -\O28 IR 8H7V E ./"%(V .012+/"3+4 

)EKV+3 (./"*"* !"P"5F"- I@/D"R W)*1W ./"3F2F O28 IR 18 !"7%P"7'P"5 

)dynastic system ( 2 ./"%(VM1)KV+Q93 +%C (1\!";/"Q%- IV W$/F+@%3 ?81F W

confederacyW  ./"*"*-9="<%3 1+/D !"#+,>3 \!H9>* .U8"-)*1 I] 5.[ 
 L<M/ N01 8F IV .P"#$0F)X"9V ( JP2m- B1 )*1 E$3D+R WFH7%3 .#$'0"Q/

 E"P I0"Q'>R B1 .PHT/1 .P"#B1 +P "9*18 N01 8F bN0F"%'>R E"P)E"P ST'3 (

1 ?$5 E+;/B"R ./2+%R 2 ./28F I951F $/H%- !1+01 l08"U B1 J_R N01 "R IV $/

$/1 .8H* W!"/H0 W!"9<'381 l08"U B1):#B"R ?m0HR Wfg*1 l08"U 2 WI0 .0"P 

).U"0128 (?8"R 8F IV - E»k"hH94 « IV )*1 ?$5 ?F+>R ?+,R I/H;'0$R W$/1 ?$5

01$(= $'/"QP W./"*"* !182F B1 ?$3D )*$R l08"U 2 "P8"95H/ 8"'V 8F ",/D WI3"'

 $/1 ?$5 ?$%&'* iP"R 2 ?$5 I951y#]6 .[ !"9*1F 2 "P8"95H/ 8F I3"'01$(= B1

 .0"P I0"Q'>R +;0F B1 b)*1 ?$5 I94+# LQV I3"'P"5 8F ?m0HR 2 .R+a E"P

1 8F IVW)*1 ?$5 I94+# LQV ",/D B1 L</ N0 IV $'9<̀P .*8"- E"P8"95H/ 

\!182F N%<-12 8F5";/ !1+01 l08"U B1 !"9*"R  .3HR E"P O81K(# b$/1 ?$5 I9

 J/1F B1 IQP B1 +Uv"R 2 b!1+01 .*"'5 q/1F)I@*.*"'5  ( .*8+R 2

 \$'Q/"3"*)systematic ( 2 "P fH3 2 +,>3 B1 ?$/"3 E"r+R \E"P ?$/2+- 2 "P$'*

./"*"* !182F N%<-12.  

 .@<M/ W2+'01B1).R"9V ( 8"9<>r L0 "R 18 OFH= W)*1 �+9*F 8F IV)��R (

#1+4 $'̀,\3 8"%<R 2 +%)i,3 ( !"%/"*"* IV )*1 ?F+V 28 8F 28 .5+;/ !D !"%3

\EH* B1 .5+;/ !D W$/$(7%3 I9="'5 !"7/"3KQP \!"'Q5>F .;QP 2 !";/";%R 

Io08F B1 IV $'951F 2B8D !"%/"*"* IV - ./"%(V .012+/"3+4 L0 E)EKV+3 ( 2

 ?$0F ]+9* 8"%<R\E"P ?";9*F IV .5+;/ !D 2 W$/H5"%* \.* $'32+%/ 

)"P k8"-( !28F 8F  ",/D B1$'951F -\.P$/"3B"* !D \+;/"%R .9*1+R IV .*"%*  

\n8FFHR !"%/"*"* B1 !"5FH=  .\$'0D+R W$0F i%P1H= IV I/H;/"QP N%3"r+4 

)*1 N01 \n8";\/ !D IV )+08HYU ( ?F1F )*$R !"%/"*"* B1 !H'V"U IV ._08"U

 .0"P .&'* ?F+(= IR W)*1 ?$5)}9/1.0"PF" ( .9*"V +;/"%R IV $/K%3 N31F



                          !"#$%&' % ()*+ !,-%&+#.&'!+#/#/    

13 

\E"P)*",/D ./28F  . 8HU+4 !D)+08HYU ( L<M/ N01 8F IV ./"0"-)X"9V ( B1

 +0y-"/ !1$/̀8M1 2 N528 .V8";/ WFH7%3 I9="* !"%/"*"*)+0y-"/ 8"@/1 ( IV )*1

 E1 I01F+# EH* B1)E1 IaHQ&3 ( "P ?F1F B1)k"ag~1 ( )*1 ?$5 ?$%0"P

)*1 ?$5 $%0�U) (\._08"U E"P JP2m- 8F IV 18 6%*D N0+9QV !"%/"*"* 

I/HQ/ E1+R W$/1 ?$0F : W!"%/"*"* ._08"U E"P I0"Q'>R N%9<_(/ .*"'5 q/1F

).*"'5 I@*( 2 "P$/2+- W"P fH3 2 +,>3 E28 ?$5 I94+# f"&/1 E"P JP2m- 2 

!182F !D B1 ?$/"3 E"&R E"P$'*)*1  .B"9R IV .0"P +,>3 1+0B#82F B1 . !1

I/H;R W$/1 ?$5 I94"0B"R ./"*"* -+%;Q7A EWE \E"P J*+>- B1 .@0 IR ._>*"- 

9<>P L<M/ N01$' ./"0  W).'G0 ( ./"*"* .012+/"3+4 !182F +*1+* 8F I@'01

 )*1 ?FHR "P k8"- 2 "P �8"- !"%3 .;/"#2F L0]7 [ +0K(#"/ 18 "P �8"- IV

\$'32+%/ E"P !"3F2F "R "U )*1 ?F+@%3IV .U8"-  ",/D .012+/"3+4 +9A +0B 

F"QP"R L0 8F W$/1 I9<0K%3!";/"Q%- "0 ) confederation ( .9<0KQP iP"R

 $''(V]8 .[?$* "U "9P- IR ./"*"* 2 .U8"- !"#F1KP"5 B1 .=+R K%/ i9:P E

$/$0B8H%3 E8"74"- q%*8"- L0 "0 2 HMt,̀- L0 f"/ IR FH= .0"*"'5.  

@0 W$5 !"%R !H'V1 iP IV I/H;/"QP N01 JP2m- N01 \!1+# E"P J*+>- B1 .

 8"9="* "R 18 !"7%P"7'P"5 !"%/"*"* IV )*1 "0 F"QP"R!";/"Q%- W

confederationW  ./"*"*-$/F+@%3 ?81F1 .U8"-  .?81F1 8"9="*- .P"7'P"5 E

?H%5 IR ./"*"*-\E .01F>B !H/"V )decentralized (?H%5 L0-E2 ?F+9<(#  

 ?+%A1+4)predominant (HR )*1 ?F]9 .[ w0+* JP2m- B1 i%P1H_R IV +#1 2

�/"3HU W Cyril Toumanoff]10[i0+%;R f12 W-\E"P J5HV B1 1$>r  f"V"/ 

?$* 8F !"%/"*"*- ./"%(V .012+/"3+4 L0 .0"-+R E1+R i75 2 fH* E

)EKV+3( WN08"V .U8"- $'32+%/ E"P !"3F2F WKarins!1+,%3 WW MihransW 

 W!8H* W!1$>T,c*1Surens W]11[!"%;/18"/"V W WKanarangyan ?F+MV IR W

)gQa (?81F1 8F !"%/"*"* 8"@QP-$/FHR 8H7V E . F+M#+M4 8F)Chapter ( f2F

 L<M/ N01)X"9V( n8";/ B1 $0"R "3 W)+0HYU (?81F1- IR ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 E

?H%5 -\E ./"%(V )EKV+3 ( Wi%7@R )*F B1F .#B"9R IV .P"#$0F !"%3 8
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+;7P2m-b)*1 ?$5 +%#1+4 !1 2  "3\!"3F2FIo08F B1 18 ./"*"*  -\E ?";/ 

F+V i%P1H= E+;/B"R .U8"- E"P !"3F2F .\!";/"Q%- 6%7/ 2 B1+4 "3W 

confederacy W./"*"*– I951F ?1+Q,R J/28F 8F IV 18 .0"P J'U 2 .U8"- 

F+V i%P1H= .R"0F8 W)*1 .W !";/"Q%- N01 E28+P IR confederacy W./"*"*– 
f"&/1+* .U8"-\!";/"Q%- N01 .5"-2+4 B"CD W)_082+4  Wconfederacy W

 )*>8>FI/"%3 8F-I0"-+R IV FHR ./"3B !D E- d"* !D 8F .;'r E"P O81K(# E

E$'/"Q%R EK%;/1 ):;5 "R W"PW 8F !"%/"*"* 2 W)7#+R ./"*"* JU81 B1 )_R 

d"*!"%3 E"P  624–628V $/F8H= ^/1K%R )*F B1 18 .9<@5 W I

)*1 ./F82"%/8F+* . B1 "P k8"- N948 !2+%R W$0F i%P1H= "3 IV I/H;/"QP

 W!";/"Q%-confederacy W./"*"*- K02+- 2+<(= .P"5F"- !"0"- 8F .U8"-

)591–628 WKhusrow II Parvz (  IV W$7/ ^/1K%R N948 )*F B1 6T* ",'U

?$/"7/ )*F 8H7V L0 )</1H9%3 ^/1K%R-+P 2 WFF+# !"%/"*"* E W�H%tV1

Heraclius I@'01  E"&R W»FH5 K02+- 2+<(= 8F1+R« FF+# 21 +<- )</1H9%3 W

]12 .[ !";/"Q%- .5"-2+4! confederacy W./"*"*– E"P d"* 8F .U8"- 

%/"*"* !"%3 q'r ./"0"-E$'0D+R WE28 +P IR W^/1K%R "R !" ?B1$/1 .R 2 ltU 

)51F !"9*"R !1+01 l08"U E1+R E+9#8K>R :4 )<@5 )*$R !"%/"*"* N%3"r+

I/"%3 8F ",/D .012+/"3+4 !$(5 ?$'V N>R 2 l%R B1 2 X+a !"%P"c*-?$* E - E

i9:P.  

 W!";/"Q%- .5"-2+4 \$3"%- N01 confederacy W./"*"*- .- 8F IV FHR .U8"-

 d"* 8F 21 N97(V 2 .P"5F"- )_U B1 K02+-2+<= !F+V 8"'V+R628 .0"*+U W

\E"PF1$028 B1 E+%&/B L0 IR !"0"- 8F IV F82D8F JT'>r IR 18 E$'/"Q%R 

 E"*8 EFHR"/)w3"V ( .012+/"3+4 B"CD B1 ?$* 8",A B1 ^- ./"*"* .P"7'P"5

$%3"r+4 ",/D :"P X+a )*$R ./"*"* E"P N%3B+* E+%#2+4.  

\8"9<>r N%32F\i,3 )*1 �+9*F8F IV .7P2m- —\N_>* .*8+R L0 ?18 B1  

I/"&'* -\E) \EF"}9/1 (»#B"R): E"P )k"0128 (k"hH94« W Wi01 ?$%*8 ",/D IR

\E8";',95y# 8"'V 8F 18 ",/D I@%3";'P I3"'01$=-i%951y# !"%/"*"* E 
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]13[—2+'01 B1 W I951$'- !H'V"U IV I/H;'01 "P X+a )*$R �1+a E+%#2+4 

 !"%3  E"P d"* 8F )*1 ?$5632 "U 634 fH* F+#FK0 E81y(# �"U B1 ^- W 

)632–634 (/ �8 W)*1 ?F1$It@R !"%3 ./"3B O+>R L0 8F 628 "U 632 

 )*1 ?F1$028]14.[ I3";'P 8F I/"4"@5H3 W�1+a E+%#2+4- \E"P E+%#8F \E

\!"%3 ?$''(VFHR"/F1F E28 "P �8"- 2 "P k8"-  . !"'o/D +%#8F ?2+(# 2F !D

 21 +* +R .P"5F"- i%,0F N951y# E1+R !"5F1K3"/ B1 ./"T%97>- 2 F+T/ f+#+*

 F"@`A L0 .0"-+R B1 !1HU"/ IV $/FHR)I,Tr-E (\E$'41$- +R1+R 8F I9<TQP 

$'97M# X+a !"%P"c*IV $/FHR !1+01 n"= 8F E2+7%- d"P8F  . WE28 +P IR

 f"&/1+* WFHR E+%#8F N01 $'0s%- IV !1+01 kg4 E+%#2+4».R"%3"V"R « X+a

"P\$'32+%/ E"P !"3F2F I@'01 E1+R W)4+# f"&/1  .U8"-  !"*1+(= .9*HV

)quarter of the east (D .9*HV 2!"#\F"R28F!"&0"R8uD "0 ) quarter of the 

north (2 W$'951y(# ",'U 18 fH* F+#FK0 W./"*"* ?"5F"- N%<-12!"<'0$R  

!"7%/"T%97>-./"*"* ?"5F"- B1 18 2 W$/F+V �08F W!D \E"&R  X+a !"%P"c* "R 

I3"'/"Q%--$'9<R .95D E .I0"- +R-I3"'%95D N01 EWEH* 2F +P  +RFH* 

)S:'0u(N01 8F W 8F IV .0"P N%3B+* E28 18 !"7%#+%A $'9</1H9%3 I3"/"Q%- 

$'951F )*FW$/81$,;/  . E8";/F1$028 \E+;/B"R)chronology(W\!$5 I94+#2+4  

 !"%3 E1 ?82F L0 8F �1+a F2B 8"%<R628 "U 632 .9<`,\3 B1 W))%QP1 ( 8"%<R

H=+R .#8K>R E8"Q7P"# E1+R ",'U I/ W)*1 81F8)chronology ( \!$5 I94+#2+4

?B12D+>- .0"Q%cP18 2 I08H* - E1+R N%'oQP I@tR W!"R"%R 8F $%[2 NR1 $%t= E

\E"PF1$028 +;0F B1 .PHT/1fg*1 l08"U B"CD 8F i,3  . "3 IV I/H;/"QP W+#1

 i021$%3)i%'(@%3 "aF1(!"%3 E"P d"* 8F �1+a E+%#2+4 W 628 "U 632  �>8

^- W$5"R ?F1F I0"- +R - E8"Q7P"# E"P O28 +;0F E)chronology( "3 W

 I/H;A"CD 8F 18 �1 dH*8 $Q�3 ?";0"r 2 J}/ $0"R i%5H,R �1+a E+%#2+4 B

)i%Q,:R (]15[I/H;R x- EF1F1+U E).9'* ( IV FH7%3 I951$'- N%'A

 d"* 8F +T3"%- ]+3 B1 ^- �1+a E+%#2+46321 ?F1$028  q'r B1 ^- W)*

 \E"P !"QV"U2>F "R +@RHR1 E"P)E"P It%TZ ( I97#+R fg*1 B1 IV X+a



                          !"#$%&' % ()*+ !,-%&+#.&'!+#/#/    

16 

$/FHR]16 .[I0"- +R +#1- E81FHQ/ E).h+~ ( W)*1 ?$5 F",'7%- .#B"9R IV

FHR ?$/B �1 dH*8 $Q�3)*1 ?F1$028 N01 I/H;A W] �1+a E+%#2+4[ $P1H_%3 

 EF1F1+U E"P )51F+R).9'>* (8"U B"CD B1 "3\R 18 fg*1 l0 $0"'̀,)$'(V +��93( x

\?"#$0F EF1F1+U ).9'>* (+Qa 2 +@RHR1 J}/ B1 "3E"P I:%t= \?";0"r 8F  fg*1 

 ^- W)*1 ?FHR ?$/B $Q�3 +#1 xFH7%3 IA fg*1 l08"U B1 ?82F N01 8F

 E"P !"QV"U2>F !D "R q'r !"9*1F)E"P It%TZ ( $/FHR I97#+R N0F B1 IV X+a

xFH7%3 IAP"#  \E8"Q7)chronology (?$5 EB"*B"R- !$5 I94+#2+4 B1 "3 E

 ?F+MV IR $/1H9%3 �1+a)gQa ( J0"'`P)+%��U ( B"CD l08"U B1 "3 n8F +R .'0F"%'>R

$5"R I951F fg*1 . I/"&'* N_>* E"P J*+>- N01 IR "3)EF"}9/1 ( l*"- L0

 L08";/M1).|+4 ( F1F i%P1H= +0y- !"@31 2]17["3 I@%3";'P b?F",/  - E

)thesis ( i0FHQ/1+4 18 !"3FH=)i0F1F �%|HU(\$3"%- IV FHR N528 W !D 

\E+;/B"R\N0F"%'>R \E"P !182F B1 E+* L0  WFHR $P1H= fg*1 B"CD l08"U i,3 

 E8"@70H= L0)E1 I:%z2 (+%R IV)*1 JP2m- N01 E"P XHA8",A B1 !2 .

IQP \!"%3 8F IV K%o/D- OB81 L0 W"P O81K(# N01 E .;7%QP 2 81$0"-

IV )*1 N01 $/"Q%3 : W!";/"Q%- \)5+* \n8Fconfederacy./"*"* W - .U8"- 

 E8"0 18 "3 W!D \./"0"- N9_02+4 ^c* 2 I9<PD \J0"*+4 \!"9<%A \J0"7(# 2

 n`F",\/ "U $P$%3))G%T~ (X+a \)3H@h N9*"=+R 2- i%5H,R +9,R 18 .3g*1 

)i%Q,:R .(IQP-!H'V "U IV .0"PK%A \E J0"'`P !F1F !"7/ E1+R $(5 I9:# 

)+%��U ( .9<`,\3 2))%QP1 (?\F",/- E) WKUthesisW ( +;/ "3)+�/ ( B"CD l08"U IR

FHR fg*1 . J0"'̀P $0"R "3 I/H;A)+%��U ( l08"U 8F 18 "P X+a .0"7(#8H7V

 xi%'(V .*8+R N%<c* E"P ?$* 8F 8H7V N01 \!$5 d"e51 "R $/H%- 8F !1+01

 !"<V .=+R f"/ IR EB18F !"3B E1+R W"P X+a )*$R !1+01 d"e51 B1

 F+#"- 2 ?";7=+A)watershed ($/1 ?F+V F"0 !1+01 l08"U 8F . !"Q# 2+'01B1 2

 ?8 !D .3g*1 l08"U IR .9<0"T%3 fg*1 B1 J%- \!1+01 \l08"U IV $/1 ?F+>R

F+>T%3 .9*+TU l08"U \.*8+R ?18 B1*1+(= l08"U .V$/1 2 !g%# W!"!"?82F B1 - \E

?82F B1 8y(# "R ^c* 2 !"%/"*"* ./"0"-- "U !1+01 8H7V !$5 I94+#2+4 \E
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I/"%3-?$* E-F1F i%P1H= !"7/ 18 ?"#$0F N01 \!FHR )*>8>F"/ "3 Wi97P E . "3

 I951y#+* )7>- f"/ IR $0"T/ "P X+a )*$R !1+01 d"e51 IV F1F i%P1H= !"7/

8F W!1+01 .*"%* 8"9="* .;QP \!$5?82F !"0"- -FH5 I9<0+;/ !"9*"R E .

 !"%P"c* "R )_* E"P q'r \.- 8F ./"*"* \!"3F2F \.P"5F"- I@%["P8F W1+0B

?+9<(# 8F ",/D \E2+%/ 2 .U8"- \E"P !"3F2F \.#+%A W)7# FHR"/ X+a- E

$/"3 E"r+R ?F8H_/ )*F I%3(1 .'R !182F +*1+* 8F !"7'%3B+* . "&'01 8F

3 \E2"V12 O28 "3 ^c* !")!"3 w%t�U ( d"T/>F W!1+01 \l08"U \JP2m- 8F 18

Io08F B1 I/ .[2 WF+V i%P1H=-"PF1$028 \!H/"V \E- ?";0"r !"3B N01 8F IV 

FHR .3g*1 E"P I:%t=-!D \!H31+%- B1 I@tR  . L0 l08"U .*8+R B1 ?H%5 N01

 $/"3+`-M1 \!1HU 2 E81$0"- \!F1$/"7/ E1+R .P1H#)�1+%3 (P1H= "P k8"-FHR $ :

?$* 8F ./"*"* \.012+/"3+4 \J01$%- \B"CD "R "P k8"- IV I/H;/"QP- 8F fH* \E

I/"%3 8F "P X+a \)*$R !1+01 \d"e51 B1 ^- W$/$7/ $0$-"/ !1+01-?$* \E - \E

 \?"#"Q/ ",/D K%/ i9:P)I'��-E ( W.*"%* !"3B"* b$'951y;/2+4 18 l08"U

1 ^- EB18F !"3B E1+R ",/D N%0D 2 q'P+4 .#$/B IR ./"*"* \!"3F2F \]+3 B

F1F I31F1 FH= . E1 ?F",/ N01) WEKUWthesis ( W)*"Q5 �+9*F 8F IV

?8"R8F "3 E821F "R I/"4"@5H3- W)*1 ?F8H= ?+# X+a !"%P"c* \E"P p$P \E

$/F+@%3 d"T/>F !1+01 E"P N%3B+* d"e51 "R "P X+a IV .0"P p$P !D . \$/28

\�1$'̀P W"P X+a .0"7(#8H7V )+~! ( �HV] \E"P !"QV"U2>F)E"P It%TZ (X+a [

 ",/D .'0K(;0"r 2)!1+01 8F( .*"'5"9%# .*8+R 2 W)topography ( JT'>r

 !"%*"Ta]18 [ !1+# FHP+4 L0 E"P I/"7/ IQP)i,3 )}%}h ($'9<`P :

 \F1$028 L0 ",'U I@tR WFHT/ X+a !"%P"c* \p$P ./"*"* !"3F2F \EB1$/1+R

H_RFH= 2 E1 I="5 \$/̀HM5 IR ",'U IV EF1$028 WFHR !D \EF))ta ( .5"-2+4

 W\!";/"Q%-confederacy./"*"* W-)4+# X"95 .U8"-  . B1 p$P N%9<_(/ 1+0B

 I@tR WFHT/ !D E"P N%3B+* 2 !1+01 !F+V ?$/"7'9*F 2 d"e51 WX+a !"0B"U

./"#8B"R !H/"V IR 18 ",/D IV FHR .P18 IR N94"%9*F E1+R "&/D !FB82F 8F 

 F281+4)+,'[182"3 ($/"*+%3]19[ \E"P ?F1H/"= IV FHR p$P N01 B1 .P"#D "R b
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?H%5 .U8"- ]8(K>R-$'9="* q'P"QP X+a !"%P"c* \p$P "R 18 !"7%#$/B E .

 \L<M/ N01 f2F J_R 8F)X"9V ( .0H'%3 E"Q/82F IR 18 !"3 ?";/ "3 W.7P2m-

)EH'G3 ($'@41 i%P1H= !"%/"*"* !182F 8F .4 "R B1 E1 ?$%@A !F82D iP1+

IPF 2F 8F IV .0"P JP2m- - "3 W)*1 I94+# f"&/1 $/H%- N01 8F I95y# E

 $'`,\3 J*+>- N%38",A)i,3 ($%7V i%P1H= J%- 18 .7P2m- 8"V N01 :

./"*"* .*"%* .;/"#2F-I',- 8F W.U8"- - .0H'%3 \!",r E)EH'G3 ( K%/

<01+9%3 IR 82"R I@%0"r8F bFHR I94"0 X"UB"R "P k8"- !"%3 8F .9*+-+,3 2 i

 E"P82"R "R !"<QP"/ ",/D .0H'%3 !",r 2 W)*1 ?FHR ?+%A .'0F 82"R L0

 .'0F E"P82"R IV $/1 ?F+@%3 J5HV !"%/"*"* "0H# W)*1 ?FHR .97U8B

$/1 I9<0K%3 !"7'%3B+* 8F IV $'/1+0ycR ./"3F+3 IR 18 .97U8B . ?";%/1+# .[2

)w}� KV+3 ( "P k8"- E2+%/ !"70 E1F1+U N%3B+* 8F I9*H%-)!"70 .9'>* (

 iA IR W)*1 ?FHR).'G0 ( "P k8"- N%3B+*]20 [ "PF"3 2]21[ - IV Io/D 

 iA IR W$/$%3"/ !"#F"R28FD .9*HV 2 !"*1+(= .9*HV+U ^c* !"%/"*"*

).'G0 ( q'<%/)I}�'3-E (+9="-M1 2 82"=.-I',- "P N%3B+* N01 2  - \E

%3 N0F 2 q'P+4 \.#+%A$/1 ?FHR 1+9 . FH/+4 IV i0812$%31 "3)w%[F ( E1+R "3

 +9="-M1 8F .01+9%3 \q'P+4 \.#+%A)d"Q5( E82"=+9="-M1 W).Z+5 d"Q5 ( 2

 E+9="R+9="-M1).R+C d"Q5 ( W)*1 ?FHR !"%/"*"* .3B8 .#+%A +0B IV

 N%'oQP I@tR W!"%/"@51 .'0F J01+# !F+V N528 E1+R ",'U I/ WFH5 I94+0y-

 E1+R !"*"'7/"9*"R 2 !"*"'7/1+01 !"%3 \!"Q9:# 8F !"Q# N01 E+%#8"@R

?8"R8F- ?";9*"= E)�$T3 (!"9*"R f>8 8F i<01+9%3 q'P+4- IV ./"Q9:# L0 

 \?";70D 8F I95y# IPF I* E1B18F 8F)w:�3 ( I94+#+* B1 ?8"R2F !1+;7P2m-

)*1 ?$5.  

 \E2"V12 "R 18 !"3FH= JP2m- "3 W!"0"- 8F) 2 I0K&Uw%t�U ( E"P .#m02

?$* !"0"- 8F N%RHA f1+,R !1+,3 \.01+9%3 JT'>r- 2 Wi0+T%3 !"0"- IR i75 E

I/"%3 8F F"R$'* 2 $0+4D IR E"P JT'>r 8F .01+9%3 \E"P ?K%;/1 \.;9*H%- - E

?$*-i%'@%3 .*8+R 18 i97P E . O21F \$'0D+R)E"aF1 ( 82$R IV )*1 N01 "3
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I/"Q# N01 B1 i%P1H_R I@'01 B1?FB"R IV i%'(V E8F ?F+- "P ./B - E"P8"9<>r \E

» ./1+01 \q'P+4–.3g*1  « W$(5 F"0 !D B1 v"R 8F IV .0"P O8H5 W$'9<`P

 FH/+4)w%[F ( 8F .01+9%3 q'P+4 .;9*H%- IV $'5"T%3 EK%;/1 ):;5

$'P$%3 !"7/ 18 .U8"- E"P N%3B+* .I["T/>F 8F - N01 F8 "3 WJP2m- N01 E

 \$/"3+`-M1)%3�1+ ( 8F N0$3+(= LR"R 2 !"9*+TU 8F 8"0B"3 JT'>r "U 18 .U8"-

 $/"3+`-M1 !D "R 18 "P JT'>r N01 $/H%- IV W)4+# i%P1H= .- !"&0"R8uD)�1+%3 (

 i%,><%3 "3 IV $P$%3 !"7/ .;'P+4)i%'(@%3 �"<h1 ( !182F \E"P O8H5 IV

 J0"'P 2 I0"* +0B 18 .*"Ta)+%��U ($/1 I951F FH= .B1 J%- I31F1 "3 I@'01 

?8"R8F .'_>* IV )<P B"%/ Wi%P$R- ?F",/ !D E){H|H3 ( IV FH5 I9:#

?K%;/1-?H%5 N%'oQP 2 W)*1 ?FHR JP2m- N01 E -?$'<0H/ .*"'5 O28 E.  
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EL"D$- % M/*)-N:O$ P,- Q4(D$ K  

 d"* 8F1992 W.;V +9[12 WWalter KaegiI/1F"9*(1 8"V W -"/ "R 18 OFH= E f

»fg*1 E"P .0"7(#8H7V B"CD 2 ^/1K%R «)Byzantium and the Early 

Islamic Conquests ()5";/ 18 .?K%;/1 B1 .'528 IR 21 "&'01 8F- .'0F"%'>R \E

F+V .0"7(# ?F+`- $/FHR J0+'>P 8"V \^- 8F IV . W)5H/ 21» B1 .=+R E1+R

F",/ N01 IV $0"%R +;'R $0"5 Wfg*1 l08"U \!1+;7P2m- ?){H|H3 ()%QP1 .R 

 EFH/+4 j%P ",/D E1+R 1+0B W$5"R).t%[F ( 18 ^/1K%R W!"/"Qt<>3 IV F81$/ FHr2

$'94+;/ 1+/D E"r 2 $/F1$/ )<@5 . B1 8H=8F 2 ?$'<`R \._08"U JP2m- j%P

?82F- !"Q;%R WFB1F+cR "P E8"94+# N01 IR IV )<%/ )*F 8F ^/1K%R \E

 F+>R8"V ",/D B1 f1$(@o%P):9*1?F" ( IV $/+%;%Q/+R8F 18 .R+a E"P I0"Q'>R B1

$/1  ?$7/ !1F+#+R «]22 .[ d"* 8F1981f WF+\4 W . +/2F)Fred M. Donner (

 \L<M/)X"9V (»fg*1 B"CD E"P .0"7#8H7V «)The Early Islamic 

Conquests ( E"P8"V ?$* L0 IR L0FK/ d128 8F IV E+'>P 8"V L0 W)5H/ 18

Wv"R$'t>R .7P2m- .0"7(#8H7V JT'>r \E2"V12 E1+R FHR .75HV ",'U I/ 

W.3g*1... $021$%3 I@tR)F+@%3 "aF1 (IV: » E�H[H0$01 2 $Q�3 8"V \N94+#v"R

 ?"#FHTQP E1 I0"- E"P82"R 2 .*"%* 8"9="* \N0F"%'>R ./H#+#F 6T* fg*1

?+,A $'9</1HU ",/D I@01 I/H;R W$/$(5 .#8K>R .#F+9<(# "R X+a- J_R E

 n`F"- B1 .#8K>R)?+(V-E ($'/1F+#12 18 N%3B «]23 .[ 2 .;V .7P2m- E"P8"V

 +/2F)Kaegi and Donner (I/"7/ - J,\/ B1 $'9<̀P E)S|2 (I958- E

.*"'7/"9*"R \!182F N0+9@0FK/ \E"P JP2m- . B1 .Q%/ E1B18F 8F i@9*F W1+0B

?$*- E"P ?$* B"CD 2 !"9*"R \!182F N%<-12 l08"U I95y(# EI/"%3- !1+01 \E

 E"P I&'*1+- I@%0"r W$/1 ?$5 8"94+# .7P2m- X1F+>3 L0 8F)E"P+9318"- (

 "P i<%/1K%R EH* B1 W!D .7P2m- E"P !1$%3)Byzantinists ( "P X+a 2

 $/$7%3 ?$/"0"Q/)$/1 ?$7%3 N%%GU] (24 .[ \!1+;7P2m- B1 .PHT/1 I@%["P8F

/1 ):;5 J*+>- !D !F+V N528 E1+R I9_%P+4 )%P"3 2 )5+* !H31+%- K%;

X+a .012+/"3+4- 2 W$''@%3 J5HV !D 82D I&%#+* .R"%3"V 2 .3g*1 
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?m02 18 !"5FH= \E"P8"V WI/1B+4 I/1+;7P2m- B1 E8"Q5 I@%["P8F- !"7/ E

 $/1 ?F+V !"%/"*"* l08"U E"Q/82F !F1F– .t(V E"P .*8+R B1 i%P1H_R IV +#1 

i%'(V .5H- i7A .;9="* 2 -^@o%P  !1+01 d"e51 IV F81$/ 18 ./1+;/ N01 

 J0"'̀P 2 18 "P X+a )*$R)+%��U ($'(V .R"0B81 !"%/"*"* $0F B1 1+/D.  
?8"R8F IV .#8K>R 8"V N0+9#8K>R- d"* IR FF+;%3+R $5 I95";/ !"%/"*"* E

1936%9<0+V IV )*1 I95";/ 1+/D !K'] 25[:  
Christensen’s L’Iran sous les Sassanides  , published 1936 

  

IV 18 21  8"V O+:;'*  WI@9[H/ 82FH�UTheodore Nöldeke?$* 8F ./"Q[D W-

FHR ?F82D iP1+4 iPFK/H/ E] .26[:  
Theodore Nöldeke, Geschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit  

 der Sasaniden, which appeared in 1879  
  

?$* IV "P8"95H/ N01-B B1 ^- i75 "U fH* E+%;%3 +R8F 18 �%<3 J01/ W$

$/1 I94+# f",[1 I3"'01$= B1 +97%R .N<'9<0+V B1 ^- IV $0H;%3  )<@5

"* )*$R "P k8"- .012+/"3+4\!182F !"%/"*FH7%3 B"CD !1+01 l08"U 8F E1 ?B"U  .

N<'9<0+V WChristensen W W"P OKe[ B1 .=+R FHr2"R IV )*1 82"R N01 +R 

+* 8F $'9</1HU !"%/"*"* ./H/"V 8"9="* L0 !"7%012+/"3+4 !182F +*1

)EKV+3 ( \?";0"r N0+Uv"R ?"5F"- !D 8F IV $/B"* "-+R .93H@h E"5HV

)51F 18 .012+/"3+4. N<'9<0+V WChristensenW $/1H9*"%3 N%'A ) dv$9*1

$'@%3 (IV:» $/F82s%3 8"74 .P"7'P"5 +R .'%;Q,* E"P OKe[ 2 "P E28mV 

 J01+# 8F I708 IV E+;/"%(V 8"9="* B1 E8v"*FH= IR "P k8"-) W)0KV+3

centralism (  E"P L7`- EH* B1 2  $'951F)E"P I}T~ ( ?F1m/).41+51 ( 8F

)*1 ?$7%3 ?FB N31F ",/D IR .012+/"3+4 . E28mV 2 "P OKe[ N01 FHr2 "R .[2

?$* +*1+* 8F I9*H%- IV "P- W$/$7%3 81+@U f8",A EN<'9<0+V  W

ChristensenW$'@%3 E8"74"- $'9</1H9%3 I7%QP !"%/"*"* IV  18 !"7%#+%A 
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 E+;/"%(V L0 b$/81F I;/ .P"7'P"5 +*1+* +R) W)0KV+3centralism ( 8F IV

)*1 ?FHR k8$Z !H/"V 8F ?"5F"- !D «]27[.  

 ]21 I9@/)�21 (\k8$Z N01 .t&U i@0 !12+%5H/1 2+<= FHr2 8F .P"5F"- 

 )4"0)531–579(8F I@%<V W !"#F1m/ +;0F 2 !"%VFK3 JT'r IR J'V12 

 I/1+;7'%,R E"P8"V B1 E+* L0).hg�1 (F1F f"&/1 . E"P8"V N01 LQV IR

 ?8 18 ./"*"* !182F N0+9/"7=8F )</1HU i@0 !12+%5H/1 2+<= I/1+;7'%,R

FM+`R . i@0 +%5F81 !182F 8F)224–241 ( i@0 8H-"5 2)241–271 ( ?"5F"- N01

P XHA8",A !D "P FH= E"&R ?8"R2F 18 ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 $'3128 E"

$/1F+#B"R : ./"%(V .P"5F"- L0)EKV+3 ( J/";9=2$/1 +R .#+%A IV $'32+%/

)SR"'3  ( J,/ !F+V 81H9*1 2 EB"*B"R E1+R 18 ",/D "U )*1 I951F)S|2 (

F81$R I;/ 18 "PB+3 WF+%;R8"@R E"7'P"5 ./28F $5"R 8H=8F iP !"3B +#1 2 

*(# )*"%'(V d"T/>F 18 "PB+3 O+9<$ .0"P2+%/ !D E1+R. E"P  ?$* 8F IV 

 E1+R IQP B1 +9Q,3 2 $/FHR �8"- .P"7'P"5 !H/"V B1 K0+(# !"P1H= N%7%-

 !"#F1m/ !D)p1+51 ( E"P8"V $'01+4 8F W"0H# x$3D J%- .95H/+* IA .U8"-

I/1+;7'%,R- Wi@0 2+<= E./1+01 \!"#F1m/ N01 21m/ \L7`- IR 18  ?F1) I}T~

p1+51(\k8$Z !2$R .[2 $/1F+#12 8H7V 8F E81F1   .?$* 8F W!D +R !2K41- E

.0"P ?FH/+4 IR Wi75) .0"P w%[F( ]8K>R JT'>r 2F W$'9<%/ N528 BH'P IV 

 .'̀Q>&'̀P).0"Q9r1 ( ./"%(V .P"7'P"5 .0"-+R IR)EKV+3 ( !"%/"*"* !182F 8F

+V LQV/ N%RHA f1+,R JT'r W$)590–591 (M9<02 JT'r 2i, WVistahmW 

)595–600 .( ?F1H/"= EH* B1 "P JT'r N01 E2F +P WI@'01 K%;/1  ):;5

$'94+;%3 IQ7A+* .U8"- E"P .I/H;R 2 L5 .R-./",#"/ EU8"- W ?$3D !"%

 $'QU1F \.P"5F"- "U $/FHR)./H/"Z($/+TR J*+>- +0B 18 ./"*"*  .P L0 E1+R "9

?82F-.P"UHV E.P"5F"- E28 iP  $/FHR I9=1$/1 )*F ./"*"*  . f1+,R 2 +%3

\OHCD IR IV $/F+V +0K(#"/ 18 f2F K02+- 2+<(= N%RHA\NQ5>F I'0+0F  -!1+01 EW 

^/1K%RWF+TR ?"'- .M9<02 $T,c*  )51y# 18 8v"*FH= .P"7'P"5 L0 !"%'>R i,
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IV +97%R E"P O8H5 IV FHR ?F+9<(# !"&0"R8uD "U !"9*BH= B1 !D N%3B+* 

P k8"-)51F d"T/>F IR 18 ".  

 $'QU1F .P"7'P"5 +R1+R 8F "P O8H5 N%'A  N01)./H/"Z ( !182F 8F ./"*"*

FHR $'/"3 .R ",/D . WI@'01 +97%R IV FH7%3 ?F+>R !"Q# I/H;'01?81F1 IR J01+# -

?H%5 IR 8H7V E- ./"%(V .P"7'P"5 E)EKV+3 ( E"P8"V .- 8F $0"5

 I/1+;7'%,R)I/1+;hg�1 (18";3"V 2IV $'5"R ?FHR E1 I/ i@0 E2+<= EH* B1 

)*1 ?$%3"r+4 E81F8H7V B1 ?H%5 N01 !$5 I'0F",/ IR IV $'94+# f"&/1 . IA

 E81H9*F i@0 2+<= "0D x$3D J%-)81$9Z1 ( )<>* 18 .U8"- E"P ?F1H/"=

 $'QU1F .P"5F"- !"%U8"- 1+A xF+@M/)./H/"Z ( W$/F+>R J*+- +0B 18 ./"*"* 2 8F

]21) �21(  E1+R 18 ./121+4 6%*D IV $/FB .0"P8"V IR )*F !"%/"*"* ?H@5

 L<M/ x)51F ?1+QP IR ",/D)X"9V (N<'9<0+V WChristensenW J*+- N01 IR 

FB1F+c%Q/ .>c%Q/ "9P 2 E$/`HM5 IA IV $*+).9ta ( N%<-12 )<@5 6T*

\$'32+%/ ?"5F"-./"*"* W K02+- 2+<= )591–628 (1K%R B1/1 !$5 I97(V 2 ^ 2

 d"* 8F628FHR I951F+R K%= !",r +R .#+%A E1+R I@%<V W$5  . IR

 I/H;'%QPN<'9<0+V WChristensen6%7/ +- E"PF1$028 IR W\!182F B1+4 2  

$3"7%- N01 B1 ^- ./"*"*WFB1F+c%Q/ I/"4"@5H3  .\!1+;7P2m- +;0F 2 21 E1+R 

 !"%3 E"P d"* W./"*"* !182F628N%<-12 .P"5F"- "U ?"5F"-  !1HU"/ 

 fH* F+#FK0 ./"*"*)632–651(W $'9<`P iP+R 2 iP8F E1 ?B1$/1 IR "PF1$028 

F+V JP2m- $'Q/"3"* I/H;R 18 ",/D FH7%Q/ IV .!K'9*+V OB81 "R L<M/ W

Christensen2+'01 B1 WV �Htr "R .P"5F"- )_U +R fH* F+#FK0 !F+ !"0"- 
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",/D B1 .=+R L5 .R WF+%;%3 f"&/1 IV E"P .0"*"'5 B1 E8"%<R )*>8>F"/  2

 !"<`R i`P  2 n`8"%9̀- .=+R)�Z"'9>3 ($'9<`P. E8"&'P"/ I/H;'01 WE28 +P IR 

"P81FHQ/ !D IR ?$'<0H/ IV FB $'P1H_/ .T%*D +9#8K>R  - 1+/D L<M/ N01 E

F81F +;/8F ./"0 W).'G0( W \FHr 2%- W!";/"Qconfederacy ./"*"* W–.U8"- .  

?8"R8F WFH5 I9:# $0"R 2 ?$/"3 IV .'_>* L0-\E .521F !D ).0"aF1 ( IV )*1

$0H&%3 E82F !D B1 L<M/ N01 . !"%/"*"* E8v"</1H0F l08"U I/ L<M/ N01

 E81FB1+U l08"U I/ 2 W)*1)EF"Y9Z1 ( J_R N01 8F IV ",/D .7P2m- iV 8"%<R

)*1 ?$5 E8"V . $5 I9:# +97%- IV Io/D .*8+R E1+R) E8v"</1H0F l08"U
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!"%/"*"* ( E"P8"V W$'/"Q%3 IV .0"PH;[(1N<'9<0+V WChristensen "@08 W

 WN[K%#Rika Gyselen !"%/"*"* l08"U 8F +;0F !1+;7P2m- 8"V B1 .PHT/1 2 W

)*1. E81FB1+U l08"U )EF"Y9Z1 ( ./"*"* .P"7'P"5 \$'/"QP .R N%3B L0 8"R

 F+V i%P1H_/ !D IR .@Q(V iP "3 WI/"9_R$R 2 W$/"Q%3 L7(= !"R"%R 2]65.[ 

 W!";/"Q%- I@%["P8Fconfederacy./"*"* W-.*"%* J018D 2 .U8"-  - 

 .'̀Q>&'̀P).0"Q9r1 ( JP2m- L<M/ N01 8F !"%/"*"* !182F 8F ./"3F2F 2

 W$/H7%3 \!F+V N528B"*2 E"P8"V)mechanisms ( E8v"</1H0F LQ(V IR IV

 W!";/"Q%- ",/Dconfederacy ./"*"* W–$'94+#"- .U8"-  .0"/1HU B1 !2+%R 8F W

 L<M/ N01)X"9V (FHR $'P1H=. B1 I/"4"@5H3 JP2m- L0 N%'oQP L<M/ N01 

)<%/ !"%/"*"* .'0F .#$/B. +R i<01+9%3 .#F+9<(# "R $/H%- 8F "3 I@%["P8F 

k8"- E81$Q'0F"P ?82F 8F - W./"*"* E O21F E28)E"aF1 ( Wi%/"Q%3 !"3FH=

?";/ IV i0812$%31 2\E"P .Q,3 18 \!28F 8F \E"P J01+#  ?F1H/"= .=+R .'0F 

- E"Pbi0B1$/"%R .U8"  I/ 2 W)*1 1+9%3 J9*+- 8F JP2m- I/ L<M/ N01

I/"4"@5H3 !F1F !"7/ E1+R .75HV-\N%0D \)5+* E !"%3 8F IV i<01+9%3 

"- !H#"/H# \E"P ?F1H/"=)*1 I951F .#+%A .U8.IQP -3 IV 18 Io/D E "

)*1 N01 i%'(V N528 i%P1H_%3 .V"9*2F E1+R .Q,>3 E"P I/"7/ IV 

))%RHT�3 ( !"&0"R8uD 2 !"*1+(= 8F 1+9%3 J9*+- !"%3 8F N%'oQP 2 ?F1H/"=

)*1 I951F FHr2 .U8"- E"PB IV $/1 ?FHR !"%/"*"* .012+/"3+4 +0b '01 2I@ 

 \):#B"R))0218( WHMt,̀- Pahlav1+9%3 J9*+- B1 WW ?";0"r !D "R )*1 !H;QP"/ 

8F ",'U I/ W1+9%3 \82"R !"%/"*"* !"%3 8F N%'oQP I@tR W.01FK3 )q%*8"- .( 2

 +0K(#"/ fFD $0"5 "&'01 8F "9PIV $5"R0F E"P J01+# I/"#1$r .' - E

F82D 8"Q(7R K%/ 18 ./"*"* !"P"5F"- .m- \$'0D+R B1 I@'01 E1+R2P K%;/1 ):;5 \J

)*1 ?$(5 !"%/"*"* .'0F +,c* E28 IV E1 ?B"U E"P I/"7/ B1 !"3KQP 2 W

 WHMt,`- E"P ?F1H/"= !"%3 8F 1+9%3 J9*+-Pahlav IV )*1 $%31 Wi0+TR ?+,R W

?8"R8F N%<c* E"P JP2m- IV-I94+#2+4 B1 ^- !"%/1+01 .'0F l08"U E !$5 

 EB"U E"P X+a )*$R !"58H7V]66[ W"c*\1 O)E"�4( .'0F \!H#"/H# 
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 $/82D 8"Q(7\R 18 ./"*"* .P"7'P"5]67 .[i081F B"%/ "3./"3B L0   \)51$'- N01

i0B"* "P8 18 q'(# I5H# 8F BH'P IV W WF81F .#+%A .0"P ?8"'V 2IV E$'T0"- 

I/"9_*+4 2 1+A 2 !HA  .R E"P82"R IR  2 L7(=\)_* N0F  N%0D 2 )7U8B

 18 !"%/1+01 ?18 IV FHR IV )="* !"*D fg*1 N0F EH* IR I3"/+R "R 2$'Q/"3"* 

 )*1 ?FHR ?$5 E81y# I0"- 2"P ]"P B1\E) �H}h ( $'41$- !1$/H,5 +R1+R

)*1 ?F+@%3. $'Q/"3"* .*"'5 O28 L0 )systematic methodology ( E1+R

?8"R8F JP2m-- !"7'0F B1 !"%/1+01 N97#+R \E]68[ \E"P JP2m- 2 W

I/"4"@5H3-/1 E "P ?F",/ +;0F B1 .PHT)"P {H|H3 ( l08"U !182F N%<-12 8F

 E82DH/ $0"R BH'P W!"9*"R !1+01){1$R1 (FH5 I951y# 8"V 8H9*F 8F 2. I@%["P8F 

'01+R !$5 f"&/1 E1+R "P8"@ i0H5 H9<M= $0"R "3 W$/1 ?$/"3 E"r) p1+9a1

i%'(V( IV I/H;/"QP W?$'<0H/ -P ?"#$0F N01 "R K%/ L<M/ N01 E)*1 ?1+Q IV W

?8"R8F "3 E"P JP2m--\!182F \E\./"0"-  E"P I3"# 8F !1+01 !"9*"R l08"U 

)E"P Ith+3 ($/81F E"r N0B"CD . E"P"Q/82F B1 E8"Q(5 !F+V J@7%- "R

$/K%3 N31F ./121+4 \E"P E+%#8F IR JP2m- N01 W!H;QP"/ 2 !H#"/H# . .[2

 18 8"@'01 JP2m- N01 "R58H5 F+#"5 L0 \EH= \!$/1H= B1 IV $P$%3 f"&/1 . 

I/"'0$%R 2 .@0$/B-\82"R L0 E\.'0F 7(= F+T%3 ky[ )_* 2 L . 1+0B

f"&/1+* W 2 $'MV N01 E1+R 18 ?18 IV )*1 ?FHR .58H5 F+#"5 N01 O\8`2+`-

 E1 E2"V).t%t�U 2 I0K&U ()*1 ?F+V O+:;'* W)*1 �+9*F 8F IV . N01

 O21F)"aF1(I3";'P 8F -N01 !$/1H= E$(5 $P1H= !"0"Q/ JP2m- .  
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(R A'-2(,:  

  

  

]1[ There is no consensus among scholars as to when, precisely, 

one must date the end of the Roman and the beginning of the 
Byzantine empire. Dates varying from the early fourth to the early 

seventh century have been proposed.  
] 2[A district near present-day Istanbul (the former Byzantine 

capital, Constantinople), called Kadiköy, Chalcedon was an ancient 
maritime town in the Roman province of Bithynia.  

"#$%& '$(#)*+, "-./0# 1/ "2%34#  
  
] 3[Sebeos, The Armenian History Attributed to Sebeos, Liverpool 

University Press, 1999, translated with notes by Robert Thomson, 
Historical Commentary by James Howard–Johnston with assistance 
from Tim Greenwood (Sebeos 1999), part I, pp. 78–79 and part II, 

p. 212. Sebeos 1999, p. xxiv.  
5)*3%61, 7.1)8.  

  
  
] 4 [Christensen, Arthur, L’Iran sous les Sassanides, Copenhagen, 

1944 (Christensen 1944). See also 
page 7 and §2.1.1 below.  

  
]5[ Throughout this study, the term Parthian, referring to various 

powerful Parthian families, is used in contradistinction to the term 
Arsacid. As we shall see in greater detail in §1.1, the Arsacids 

were the particular dynastic branch of the Parthians who ruled Iran 
from about 250 BCE to about 226 CE. For a definition of 

dynasticism as used in this study, see §2.1.2.  
]6[ Shahbazi, Shapur, ‘On the Xwad¯ay-N¯amag’, Acta Iranica: 

Papers in Honor of Professor Ehsan 
Yarshater VXI, (1990), pp. 218–223 (Shahbazi 1990); see also 

page 171ff.  
]7[  The Middle Persian term for Parthian.  
]8[  For the geographical extent of these domains, see footnote 

145.  
]9[  Our conceptualization of any given system of government as a 

centralized or decentralized 
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polity, needless to say, ought not entail any value judgments as to 
the successful functioning of that 

polity.  
]10[  Toumanoff, C., Studies in Christian Caucasian History, 

Georgetown University Press, 1963 
(Toumanoff 1963); see §2.1.2 below.  

] 11 [While a detailed analysis of the S¯urens will not be 
undertaken in this study, they were in fact 

an integral part of this confederacy.  
]12[  Sebeos 1999, part II, p. 212.  
]13[ For an elaboration of this, see page 15ff below.  
]14[ As we shall see, the implications of what might initially seem 

to be a minor chronological 
recalculation, are in fact far-reaching.  

]15[ 20According to the generally accepted chronology, the 
Prophet Muh.ammad was born sometime 

in 570 CE and died in 632 CE.  
]16[ The Ridda wars (Arabic: 9/:;, <=:>), also known as the Wars 

of Apostasy, were a set of military campaigns against the rebellion 
of several Arabian tribes against the Caliph Abu 

Bakr during 632and 633 AD, after prophet Muhammad died. The 
revolts, in Islamic historiography later interpreted as religious, were 
in reality mainly political. However, these revolts also had a 

religious aspect:Medina had become the centre of a social and 
political system, of which religion was an integral part; 
consequently it was inevitable that any reaction against this system 

would have a religious aspect.   
]17[ footnote 900. 

22See §3.5.  
]18[  These latter two themes will be addressed in detail in a 

sequel to this study.  
]19[ ansoxianaTr/wiki/org.wikipedia.en://http  
]20[  See footnote 77.  

http://www.heritageinstitute.com/zoroastrianism/parthia/region.ht
m  
]21[ For the historical boundaries of Media, see Dandamayev, M. 

and Medvedskaya, I., ‘Media’, 
in Ehsan Yarshater (ed.), Encyclopaedia Iranica, New York, 2007 

(Dandamayev and Medvedskaya 
2007).  

]22[ Kaegi, Walter, Byzantium and the Early Islamic Conquests, 
Cambridge University Press, 1992 
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(Kaegi 1992), pp. 1–2.  
]23[ Donner, Fred M., The Early Islamic Conquests, Princeton 

University Press, 1981 (Donner 1981), 
p. ix and p. 8, respectively.  

]24[ To give the reader a sense of this, one needs only mention 
the impressive series launched by 

Irfan Shahîd, Byzantium and the Arabs, in which, in multi-volume 
format, the author has thus far 

treated the fifth and sixth centuries of this relationship. Shahîd, 
Irfan, Byzantium and the Arabs 

in the Sixth Century, Volume 1, Part 1: Political and Military 
History, Dumbarton Oaks Research 

Library and Collection, Washington, 1995 (Shahîd 1995). Equally 
remarkable for the depth of its 

scholarship, is the series edited by Averil Cameron on The 
Byzantine and Early Islamic Near East. 

In this series see, for example, Cameron, Averil and Conrad, 
Lawrence I. (eds.), The Byzantine 

and Early Islamic Near East, III: States, Resources and Armies, 
Princeton, 1995, papers of the Third 

Workshop on Late Antiquity and Early Islam (Cameron and Conrad 
1995). An article by Zeev 

Rubin on the reforms of Khusrow I is included in the volume 
mentioned here. It must be said that 

the proclivity of the majority of Iranists, who in the wake of the 
Iranian revolution of 1978–79 

have been obsessed with the modern and contemporary history of 
Iran, has also exacerbated this 

void in the field. Those who, like the present author, adhere to a 
long durée conceptualization of 

pre-modern history, will reckon that on some fundamental level, 
the implications of the present 

work also engage contemporary Iranian history.  
]25[  We will use here the second edition, Christensen 1944.  
]26[ Nöldeke, Theodore, Geschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit 

der Sasaniden, Leiden, 1879 
(Nöldeke 1879).  

]27[  A more in depth analysis of his thesis will be given in §2.1.1.  
]28[  Yarshater, Ehsan, ‘Iranian National History’, in Ehsan 

Yarshater (ed.), Cambridge History of 
Iran: The Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian Periods, vol. 3(1), pp. 

359–477, Cambridge University 
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Press, 1983b (Yarshater 1983b).[]  
]29[ In the Iranian religious tradition, Kay¯umarth or Gay¯omart, 

literally meaning the mortal man, 
was the protoplast of man. See Shaki, Mansour, ‘Gay¯omart’, in 

Ehsan Yarshater (ed.), Encyclopaedia 
Iranica, New York, 2007a (Shaki 2007a).  

]30[ Shahbazi refers to this as the Ctesian method of historical 
writing, that is, the superimposition 

of contemporary histories onto remote antiquity.  
]31[ caesaropapism 
  
)caesaropapism ( ,:24*4? @6$-> A. B, C, D.$4E)1F$-+ ( 5G 1/ D&

/1,/ @+/ 1/ HI ,1 "%./ J)2.)K L.:8F)M 5)60NI J)E/)O.  
  
  
]32[ Boyce, Mary, ‘The Parthian G¯os¯an and Iranian Minstrel 

Tradition’, Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society 1, (1957a), pp. 10–45 (Boyce 1957a).  

]33[ Nöldeke had already postulated this, but he had not examined 
it in any detail in his pioneering 

work on the Iranian national epic. 
[34]  Gignoux, Philippe, ‘Problèmes de distinction et de priorité des 

sources’, in J. Harmatta (ed.), Prolegomena to the Sources on the 
History of Pre-Islamic Central Asia, pp. 137–141, Budapest, 1979 

(Gignoux 1979). It is not clear where exactly in Gignoux’s scheme 
we should put the Xwad¯ay-N¯amag.  

]35[ Gyselen, Rika, The Four Generals of the Sasanian Empire: 
Some Sigillographic Evidence, vol. 14 of Conferenze, Rome, 2001a 

(Gyselen 2001a). For an enumeration of these seals, see notes 473 
and 477, as well as Table 6.3 on page 470.  

]36[ Significantly, the author became apprised of these seals after 
she had already formed the theses of this study based on literary 

narratives.  
]37[ Gyselen, Rika, ‘Nouveaux matériaux’, Studia Iranica 24, 

(2002), pp. 61–69 (Gyselen 2002), here p. 180.  
]38[ For a synopsis of the history of the Arsacids in Armenia and 

sources for further study, see 
Chaumont, M.L., ‘Armenia and Iran: The pre-Islamic Period’, in 

Ehsan Yarshater (ed.), Encyclopaedia 
Iranica, pp. 417–438, New York, 1991 (Chaumont 1991). Also see 

page 43 and footnotes 82 and 192.  
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]39[ The author has merely been able to peck at this important 
fount of information for Sasanian 

history and the Sasanian–Parthian confederacy. It is hoped that 
future studies will further integrate 

this crucial Armenian dimension of Sasanian history into the late 
antique history of Iran.  

]40[ Thanks to the tireless efforts of scholars of Armenian history 
who have admirably edited and translated a substantial collection 

of the primary sources of this history, students of the late antique 
history of Iran who have no knowledge of Armenian, such as the 

author, can now overcome this linguistic barrier and access this 
important historical corpus. These sources will be listed in the 

course of this study.  
]41[  See, among others, the introduction by Robert W. Thompson 

to El 
ish¯e, History of Vardan and the Armenian War, Harvard University 

Press, 1982, translated and commentary by R. Thomson (Elish¯e 
1982), pp. 1–3.  

]42[ Garsoian, Nina G., Armenia between Byzantium and the 
Sasanians, London, 1985b (Garsoian 1985b).  

]43[ Lang, David M., ‘Iran, Armenia, and Georgia’, in Ehsan 
Yarshater (ed.), Cambridge History 

of Iran: The Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian Periods, vol. 3(1), 
pp. 505–537, Cambridge University 

Press, 1983 (Lang 1983); Garsoian 1985b; Russell, James R., 
‘Armenia and Iran: III Armenian Religion’, 

in Ehsan Yarshater (ed.), Encyclopaedia Iranica, pp. 438–444, New 
York, 1991 (Russell 1991).  

]44[ Russell, James R., ‘On the Armeno-Iranian Roots of 
Mithraism’, in John R. Hinnells (ed.), Studies in Mithraism, pp. 553–

565, Rome, 1990b (Russell 1990b). See §5.4.4.  
]45[ 48Yarshater 1983b, pp. 360–363.  
]46[ 49T. abar¯, Muh.ammad b. Jar¯r, Ta-r¯kh al-Rusul wa ’l-

Mul¯uk (Annales), Leiden, 1879–1901, edited by M.J. de Goeje (T. 
abar¯ 1879–1901).  

]47[ Bal,am¯, Tarjumih-i T¯ar¯kh-iT. abar¯, Tehran, 1959, edited 
by M.J. Mashkur (Bal,am¯ 1959).  

]48[ Tha,¯alib¯, Ab¯u Mans.¯ur, Ghurar Akhb¯ar Mul¯uk al-Furs 
wa S¯yarihim, Paris, 1900, edited by H. Zotenberg (Tha,¯alib¯ 

1900).  
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]49[ Dnawar, Abu H.anfa Ah. mad, Akhb¯ar al-T. iw¯al, Cairo, 
1960, edited by Abd al-Mun‘im ’Amir Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal 

(D¯nawar¯ 1960).  
]50[ Ibn Balkh¯, F¯arsn¯ama, Shiraz, 1995, edited by Mansur 

Rastgar Fasai (Ibn Balkh¯ 1995).  
]51[ Ya,q¯ubi, Ah. mad b. Ab¯ Ya,q¯ub, Ibn W¯adhih qui Dicitur 

al-Ya,q¯ub¯, Historiae, Leiden, 1969, 
edited by M.T. Houtsma (Ya,q¯ubi 1969).  

]52[ 55For other chronicles, such as B¯r¯un¯, Muh.ammad b. Ah. 
mad, ¯ Ath¯ar al-B¯aqiya, Tehran, 1984, 

translated by Akbar Danasirisht (B¯r¯un¯ 1984), B¯r¯un¯, 
Muh.ammad b. Ah. mad, The Chronology   

of Ancient Nations, London, 1879, translation by C.E. Sachau 
(B¯r¯un¯ 1879); or Mas,¯ud¯, ,Al¯ b. 

H. 
usayn, Mur¯uj al-Dhahab wa Ma,¯adin al-Jawhar, Paris, 1869, 

edited by Barbier de Meynard (Mas,¯ud¯I 1869), which provide 
other significant information pertaining to Sasanian history, see 

Yarshater 1983b, pp. 360–363.  
]53[Shahbazi, Shapur, Ferdows¯: A Critical Bibliography, Center 

for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard 
University Press, 1991d (Shahbazi 1991d).  

]54[ 57For Ab¯u Mans.¯ur, see, among others, Motlagh, Djalal 
Khaleghi, ‘Yik¯ Mihtar¯ B¯ud Gardan-far 

¯az’, Majallih-i D¯anishkadih-i Adab¯y¯at o ,Ul¯um-i Ins¯ani-i 
D¯anishg¯ah-i Ferdows¯ 13, (1977), pp. 197– 

215 (Motlagh 1977); and Pourshariati, Parvaneh, Iranian Tradition 
inT. 

¯us and the Arab Presence in Khur¯as¯an, Ph.D. thesis, Columbia 
University, 1995 (Pourshariati 1995), Ch. II.  

]55[ 58Naturally, students and scholars of Iranian myths, legends 
and pre-history may be justifiably appalled by this. For they 

regularly appeal to the Sh¯ahn¯ama for assessing this dimension 
of Iranian 

history and identity. Besides, through the Ctesian method we will 
see examples of pertinent 

information on Sasanian history hidden even within these 
legendary tales.  

]56[ 59Nöldeke 1879, pp. xxi–xxii apud Yarshater 1983b, p. 360. 
]57[60Sebeos 1999.  
]58[ 61Omidsalar, Mahmoud, ‘The Text of Ferdowsi’s Shâhnâma 

and the Burden of the Past’, Journal 
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of the American Oriental Society 118, (1998), pp. 63–68, review of 
Olga M. Davidson’s Poet and Hero 

in the Persian Book of Kings (Omidsalar 1998); Omidsalar, 
Mahmoud, ‘Unburdening Ferdowsi’, Journal of the American 

Oriental Society 116, (1996), pp. 235–242 (Omidsalar 1996); 
Omidsalar, Mahmoud, ‘Could al-Tha,¯alib¯ Have Used the 

Sh¯ahn¯ama as a Source?’, in Jost¯arh¯ay-i 
Sh¯ahn¯amashin¯as¯, pp. 113–126, Tehran, 2002 (Omidsalar 

2002); Motlagh, Djalal Khaleghi, ‘Bad¯hih Sar¯ay¯-I Shaf¯ah¯ va 
Sh¯ahn¯ama’, in Jost¯arh¯ay-i Sh¯ahn¯ama-shin¯as¯, pp. 153–

167, Tehran, 2002 (Motlagh 2002).  
]59[ 62Noth, Albrecht, The Early Arabic Historical Tradition: A 

Source Critical Study, Princeton, 1994, 
second edition in collaboration with Lawrence I. Conrad, translated 

by Michael Bonner (Noth 
1994), p. 31.  

]60[ For a more detailed discussion, see §3.1.1 below.  
]61[ 64Crone, Patricia, Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of Islamic 

Polity, Cambridge University Press, 
1980 (Crone 1980), here, p. 16.  

]62[  
L"VWX(Y Z[R( .R+a IR :!"\; Z[R( 828"R I*1F .'G3 IR(( ._08"U J_R f"/ W

B1 I/"%3 82"= ?$/+%#+R8F 2"J_R  082"= E"PI/1+90$3 E"08$W !1F2+/"%3 2  +Y3

!"9*"R .3 $5"R .EH* B1 8"R N%9<_/ f"/ N01 $9<0+R E+'P KQ%r �"'7/"9*"R  ?";7/1F

H#"@%5 ?F81y# !",r B1 J_R N01 +R $5. 

E"PF28 "R 828"R I*1F w%/W ItrFW k1+4 2  F28!F81 .3 X1+%* FH5 . B1 I}�'3 N01

IR d"Q5 B1 WI/1+90$3 E"08F IR +9="R I08H* !"R"%R IR ",0H* +;0F B1 2  ?+0Kr IT5

!"9<R+a 2 �8"4 �%t= J_R +;0F 2 .3 F2$�3 I/1+90$3 E"P FH5 .8"R I*1F ?B2+31 82

E"P8H7V +Y3W w%�1+*1W !"'T[ K%/ 2 !F81 F28 E+9="R I/1+V 2 ?KC 81H/ J_R 2  .0"P

B1 !F81W I08H*W �1+a.Z+5 XH'r W I%V+U.R+C XH'r 2 X+C W !1+01 .3+R8F 18 F+%# .

 IR L0FK/ ?B2+31 18 828"R I*1F )%GQr120L0 iV )*F "0 !H%t%3   wV )%GQr f8",A

.3 N%Q_U I/"%3 82"= $'/B. 
  
]63[  T.abar¯, The Challenge to the Empires, vol. XI of The History 

of T.abar¯, Albany, 1993, translated and annotated by Khalid 
Yahya Blankinship (T. abar¯ 1993).  

]64[ See §1.2.  



                          !"#$%&' % ()*+ !,-%&+#.&'!+#/#/    

46 

]65[ Except sporadically and in passing, moreover, scholarship has 
yet to engage the dialectic of the 

natural environment and human agency in Sasanian history. 
Michael Morony and Fred M. Donner’s works, as well as 

Christensen, Peter, The Decline of Iranshahr: Irrigation and 
Environments in the History of the Middle East 500 B.C. to 1500 

A.D., Copenhagen, 1993b (Christensen 1993b), are valuable 
exceptions to this.  

]66[ I owe this terminology to my good friend and colleague Dr. 
Asef Kholdani. As the process of 

conversion in Iran took many centuries to complete, the 
dichotomous conceptualization of history 

of Iran into pre-Islamic and Islamic periods seems unwarranted 
and superficial for the purposes of 

this study. As this study hopes to establish, the political and 
cultural currents of Iranian history in 

the period under study fall more properly into late antique history 
of Iran, the Islamic periodization 

marking an artificial watershed imposed on this history.  
]67[ 69The multifarious character of Islamic sectarian movements 

in early medieval Iran is itself a 
testimony to the source which fed it. Madelung, Wilferd, Religious 

Trends in Early Islamic Iran, 
Albany, 1988 (Madelung 1988); Madelung, Wilferd, Religious and 

Ethnic Movements in Medieval 
Islam, Brookfield, 1992 (Madelung 1992); Madelung,Wilferd, 

Religious Schools and Sects in Medieval Islam, London, 1985 
(Madelung 1985).  

]68[ The only viable study on this crucial topic thus far remains 
Bulliet, Richard W., Conversion 

to Islam in the Medieval Period: An Essay in Quantitative History, 
Harvard University Press, 1979 

(Bulliet 1979). See our discussion in §6.2; also see Choksy, 
Jamsheed K., Conflict and Cooperation: 

Zoroastrian Subalterns  
  
  


