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UBC AS THE
‘UNIVERSITY FOR ASIA

Acknowledging that there are lterally hundreds of

actions that are being taken to fulfill the commatments of
Place and Promise, for this year the UBC Executive will
pay special atlention to three potentially transformative
goals, [one of which involves launching | our Place and
Promise International Strategy in the early new year:

In 1t we commat to: clearly establishing UBC as the
Unwersity for Asia.

—Professor Stephen Toope’s Letter to the UBC Community,
November 25, 2010

Long recognized as a leader in teaching and research on Asia, UBC: has recently
reaffirmed its commitment to Asia in its new strategic plan, Place and Promise. To date,
UBC’s commitment to engagement with Asia has focused primarily on East and
South Asia, and indeed, the Chinese and Indic cultural spheres are well represented
in the Faculty of Arts—especially so in the Department of Asian Studies.

But if Chinese language and civilization have been paramount in East Asia for the
past two millennia, and Sanskrit language and literary culture similarly important
in South Asia, Persian language and civilization have been equally central to the
history of Western, Central and South Asia for roughly the same period of time.
Recognizing the key role of Persianate civilization in the history of Asia, UBC
now wishes to take the first steps toward developing academic resources around the
language, culture, history and civilization of the Persianate world.




THE
DEPARTMENT
OF

ASTAN
STUDIES

PROJECT
SCOPE
The UBC Initiative

in Persian Language and

Tramian Studies

Widely recognized as one of the leading programs in North America for the study
of Asian humanities —cultures, languages, histories and literary traditions of the
Asian region—the Department of Asian Studies offers a wide variety of courses at
both the BA, MA and PhD levels.

Founded in 1961, the department’s core faculty includes 27 professorial
appointments (including two highly prestigious Canada Research Chairs),
specializing in two major civilizational regions: East Asia (China, Japan, Korea)
and South Asia (India). Courses are in high demand with more than 8,000
undergraduate students currently enrolled along with 34 PhD and 25 MA students
at the graduate level working with professorial faculty. The UBC library has one of
the largest collections of Asia related materials in North America. For instance, in
the case of Indic languages we hold over 35,000 books covering eight South Asian
languages: Sanskrit, Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu, Bengali, Marathi, Tamil and Gujarati.

The Department of Asian Studies has long felt the need for teaching and research in
Persian language and culture. Its vision is to create a program that explores the cultural
and historical legacies of the ancient Persian empires in which present-day Iran has

its roots. Persianate culture, religion and literature have had an extraordinary impact,
not just in Central, Southern and Western Asia, but within the world at large, and the
enduring influences of Persianate civilization need to be studied from within a variety
of disciplines, including Language, Literature, History, Art, Music, Architecture,
Politics and Philosophy. We believe introducing this extensive (and often neglected) field
of study will further enrich the university experiences of UBC students and prepare
them to be innovative leaders, global citizens and agents for positive change.

PERSIAN LANGUAGE

One of the earliest documented languages with records dating back to the Persian
Empire of the 6th century BC and rich in culture and history, the Persian language
has been a cosmopolitan medium for literary and scientific contributions in Western
Asia for millennia.

With some 62 million native speakers, Persian is among the world’s top 20 most
widely spoken first languages, and claims another 50 million speakers communicating
in Persian as a second language. Spoken today primarily in Iran, Afghanistan and
Tajikistan, Persian was historically more widely understood in an area ranging from
the Middle East to India and exerted a strong influence on languages such as Hindi,
Urdu, and Punjabi (all taught in UBC Asian Studies). Persian is also spoken by
significant populations in other Persian Gulf countries as well as in many significant
diasporic communities across the world, including Vancouver.

The Department of Asian Studies is inspired by the interest in Persian language
and culture expressed by UBC students and by members of Vancouver’s Iranian
community. We welcome the opportunity to explore avenues to offer our students
courses in this field of study.

IRANIAN STUDIES

In most research-intensive universities, Persian language and Iranian Studies are
housed in a Department or Centre of Middle Eastern Studies alongside Arabic
language and culture and contemporary Arabic Studies. But a view of the Persianate
world with more historical depth and geographical breadth recognizes the central role
that Greater Iran and Persian language and culture have played across a wide expanse
of West, Central and South Asia. And such a view recognizes the need for multi- and
interdisciplinary approaches to the Persianate world. Comprehensive teaching and
research in Iranian Studies will ultimately require the participation of a wide range of
departments in UBC’s Faculty of Arts, ranging from History, CNERS (Classical, Near
Eastern and Religious Studies), Political Science, AHVAT (Art History, Visual Art and
Theory), Anthropology, Sociology, etc. However, as with all area studies, the anchor
for any future developments must be in a Persian language program in the department
with the most obvious intellectual and cultural ties to the Persianate world, and at

UBC, that is Asian Studies.



PROJECT GOALS

Introduction of Persian Language Program ($70,000)

The first and second year of this initiative would see the hiring of a part-time
Lecturer in Persian language and culture. This faculty member would then
teach a total of nine credits in areas such as Persian language, Iranian History
& Culture, and Iranian Cinema.

Endowing the Lectureship (§2 million endowed)

In the third year of the UBC Persian Language and Iranian Studies initiative, the
Department would look to extend the responsibilities of the part-time lecturer to
a full-time 12-month lecturer load to support the growing course offerings and
increased student enrollment. This position would teach 24 credits throughout
the year, including extensions of the courses listed previously along with Persian
Reading and Writing for Persian-speaking students.

From Persian Language to Iraman Studies ($7.5 mullion endowed)

A permanently funded 12-month lecturer in Persian Language and Culture
guarantees ongoing support for the basics of at least three years of undergraduate
language instruction. Once this foundation is in place, two additional initiatives
will be explored within Asian Studies:

a. A professorial position in a relevant field of Persian Studies
(Persian Language and Literature and/or Indo-Persian
Literary Culture)

b. A Persian bibliographer/librarian position in the Asian Library and
an acquisitions budget to begin building a Persian language library
collection with the help of the local Persian community and other
stakeholders. Since its inception in 1960, the UBC Asian Library
has developed into the largest research collection of Asian language
materials in Canada and is committed to supporting the learning and

research needs of UBC and the broader academic community.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

We respectfully ask you to consider a

gift to help establish the UBC Initiative
in Persian Language and Iranian Studies
at the University of British Columbia.
This document is only a preliminary
glimpse into the possibilities that funding
and support for Persian language

could achieve.

There are many ways a gift could be
structured and we would be pleased
to discuss options with you.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO MAKE A GIFT CONTACT

ROSS KING

Professor of Korean and Head
Department of Asian Studies
604-822-2835
ross.king@ubc.ca

EMILY WILLIAMS
Development Officer
Faculty of Arts
604-822-3812
emilywilliams@ubc.ca

Photos by MasoudHarati.com
Calligraphy by: Massoud Karimaei
Translation by: Nilofar Shidmehr
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