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Chinese Attractions in Persian Poetry of Iran's Middle Ages

Attaollah Hassani, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of History
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Iran and China have had deep influences on each other through their long-lived
relationships. Reconstruction of the past relationship between two countries, due to present
circumstances of the world, possesses a great deal of importance. The extent of the subject
under investigation, however, places some restriction on paying attention to all aspects of the
case. Therefore, the focus of the research shall be on this question that "why did the Iranians’
pay attention toward China and Chinese people, and in what areas were they affected by the
Chinese?" To find the answer, the investigation was based on literary sources through
historical research method. The finding point out that Iranians imported the commodities in
need, from China. The imported commodities, due to their high qualities, were more
requested by Iranians than the same Commodities from other countries. These commodities,
besides their daily usage, had a deep cultural effect on Iranians: the Chinese artists
cooperated with Iranian artists in illustrating the handwritten manuscripts; beauties of
China's nature and patronizing arts there were admired by Iranian poets, and had traveling
and migratory attractions to them; Chinese pretty damsels had a great role in brainstorming
and imagination of the lIranian poets. On the contrary, some of the lranian mystics
condemned them as "faith bandits" and warn their murids (followers) to take care of their
faiths when facing these beautiful damsels!

Keywords: Iran, China, Relationship.
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