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! Abu Utman Amr ibn Bahr al-Gahiz, Le Livre des Avares, trans. Charles Pellat (Paris: Editions G.P.Maisonneuve et
Cie , 1951), 148. From stories dated 837-842.

? Paul Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter nach den Arabischen Geographen (Leipzig: Verlag von Wilhelm Heims, 1921),
346.

* Der Konig richtete dort einen eignen Kreis ein; und gab (de Stadt und dem Kreis) den Namen ‘Beh-az-Andéw-i-
Sapar’, d.h. ‘besser als Antiochia SapQr’s’; das ist der Ort, den man Gundé- Saplr heisst.” Theodor Noldeke,
Geschichte de Perser und Araber zur Zeit de Sasaniden aus de Arabischer Chronik des Tabari (Leyden: E. J. Brill,
1973), 41.

% “)3kat erzihlt: ‘Ich bin mehrmals durch die Stadt gekommen, aber man sieht nichts mehr davon, findet auch
einen Spuren.”” Schwarz, 349.
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> Robert McC. Adams, “Agriculture and Urban Life in Early Southwestern Iran,” Science 136 (13 Apr 1962), 119.
® Andrew Lawler, “Iran Reopens Its Past,” Science 302 (7 Nov 2003), 972.

’ Schwarz, 348.

® |stahri: “sie liegt in fruvhtbarer Umgebung und hat reiche Ertrage; es gibt dort Palmen und Getreidefelder in
Menge, auch mancherlei Wasserlaufe.” Mukaddasi: ,Gundaisabir war eine blithende, bedeutende (Provinzial-
Hauptstad).” Schwarz, 348-49.

° Adams, 116.
% bid. Note: On p. 117 there is a map of the irrigation canals which shows Jundishapur.
1 “Cultivation of Sugar in Persia,” Science 14 (26 Jul 1889), 62.
12 Adams, 117.
 Ibid.
" Richard N. Frye, The Golden Age of Persia: The Arabs in the East (New York: Harper & Row, 1975), 163-64.
B Cyril Elgood, A Medical History of Persia and the Easter Caliphate from the Earliest Times until the Year A.D. 1932
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1951), 173.
!¢ Historians who have raised these guestions include: Michael W.Dols, “The Origins of the Islamic Hospital: Myth
and Reality, Bulletin of the History of Medicine 61 (1967): 367-90. Dols cites Peregrine Horden, “The Nestorians,
Gondeshapur, and Islamic Medicine: A Skeptical Comment.” 1983. Presented at the Summer Conference of the
Society for the Social History of medicine in Oxford in May, 1985 on p. 371, FN 17. To my knowledge, this paper
has not been published. Conrad, Lawrence I. “The Arab-Islamic Medical Tradition.” In The Western Medical
Tradition 800 B.C. to A.D. 1800, ed. Lawrence I. Conrad, Michael Neve, Vivian Nutton, Roy Porter, and Andrew
Wear, 93-138. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990. Reprint, 1995.
7 Some of these include: “Tarikh-ul-Hukama” by al Qifti (1172-1248), History of Dynasties by Bar Hebraeus (1226-
86), and Uyun ul-Inba, a history of physicians, by lbn Abi Usaybi’a (1203-69).
18 Elgood, 47.
%’ est ainsi que les gens de Sous, parce qu’ils s’étaient initiés a la science de cet Indien, qu’ils avaient regu de lui
et des prisonniers grecs qui demeuraient prés d’eux la doctrine et qu’ils ont hérité la science médicale les uns des
autres, sont devenues les plus habiles médicins de I’Ahwaz et du Fars.” Abou Mansour abd Abd al-Malik ibn
Muhammad al-Tha’alibi, Histoire des Rois des Perses, trans. H. Zotenberg (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1900): 531-
32
20 Douglas Morton Dunlop, “Bimarestan,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online 1990 available at www.iranica.com.
2 Elgood, 46.
?2 Allen Whipple, “Role of the Nestorians as the Connecting Link Between Greek and Arabic Medicine,” Bulletin of
the New York Academy of Medicine (1936): 457.
2 Frye, 22.
2 Elgood, 51
% Robert Maynard Hutchins, Great Books of the Western World, vol. 41, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by
Edward Gibbon (Chicago: William Benton, 1952), 40
26 Al-Qjfti, Ta’rikh-ul-Hukama (Lippert’s ed.): Leipzig, 1903. Quoted in Elgood, 48
?’ Richter-Bernburg, “Gondesapur,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online, 2003, available at www.iranica.com.
28 Douglas Morton Dunlop, Arab Civilization to A.D. 1500 (London: Longman, 1971), 219.
2 Agathias, The Histories, Joseph D. Frendo, trans. (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter & Co., 1975), 65.
%0 ). Walker, “The Limits of Late Antiquity: Philosophy Between Rome and Iran,” Ancient World 33 (2002): 22. (
From the unpublished article).
3 Hutchins, 40.
32 Walker, 30.
33 Agathias, ibid., 66.
3 Richter-Bernburg, “Gondesapur,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online, 2003, available at www.iranica.com.
* Ahmad Tafazzoli, “Drustbed,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online, 1996, available at www.iranica.com. Elgood, 54-5.
zj Lutz Richter-Bernburg, “Boktisu,” in Encyclopedia Iranica Online, 1990, available at www.iranica.com.

Elgood, 75.
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%% Al-Nadim, Muhammad ibn Ishaq. The Fihrist: A Tenth-Century Survey of Muslim Culture, vol. 2. Trans. and ed.
Bayard Dodge. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1970), 697.

* Ibid., 79.

*The Encyclopedia Iranica cites al-Qifti and ibn abi Usaybi’a for Harun al-Rashid’s role in the establishment of a
hospital; Dols refers to The Fihirst of al-Nadim, which talks about the Barmakid hospital, linking it with the wazir.
Encylopedia Iranica, s.v. Boktisu; Michael Dols, “The Origins of the Islamic Hospital: Myth and Reality,” Bulletin of
the History of Medicine 61 (1987), 382.

*! Abraham Yohannan, “A Manuscript of the Manafi al-Haiawan in the Library of Mr. J. P. Morgan,” Journal of the
American Oriental Society 36 (1916): 384.

42 Yohannan, 384.

3 Delacy O’Leary, How Greek Science Passed to the Arabs (London, Kean Paul, 2001), 163.

* Elgood, 87.

* Al ibn Sahl Rabban at-Tabari, Firdausu I-Hikmat or Paradise of Wisdom, ed. Muhammad Z. Siddiqi (Berlin and
Charlottenburg: Sonne, 1928), 39, quoted in Dols, 377.

*® Oliver Kahl, The Small Dispensatory: Translated from the Arabic Together with a Study and Glossaries (Islamic
Philosophy, Theology, and Science) (Leiden: Brill, 2003),12.

* Ibid.

8 Elgood, 92. Note: Kahl describes Sabur as a Nestorian Christian, but Elgood identifies him as Persian, which
seems more likely, because he has a Persian name. See Kahl, 12. However, Al-Nadim notes that Sabur “died a
Christian.” Al-Nadim, Muhammad ibn Ishag. The Fihrist: A Tenth-Century Survey of Muslim Culture, vol. 2. Trans.
and ed. Bayard Dodge. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1970). 698.

* Kahl, 29.
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** Kahl, 8.

% Elgood, 50. Citing Al-Jurjani, Thesaurus, bk. X, 2.6
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